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LETIERS I EDITOR

Rating professors
Whatever possessed you to publish an article about a national Web-based system for
rating professors? ("Chili Peppers & Smiley Faces," Summer 2003)
Your article gives additional and undeserved publicity and credence to what I might
(most charitably) dub a questionable venture.
And the fact that GVSU students participate in huge numbers is scarcely something I
wo uld care to advertise.
Students have rated their courses and instructors in various ways for centuries, and at
Grand Valley at least since my arrival in 1965. Student opini on is and should be a part of
the evaluation of faculty and courses. We can surely improve the way we do this at
Grand Valley, and the ways students can share information and opinion - but your
article turns a serious issue into something quite trivial and not in keeping with what I
expect from Gremel Valley Magazine.

.,

Mary A. Seeger,
Dean of Academic Resources and Special Programs
Ca ledonia, Michigan

TJC provides 'spark'
Thank you so much for the wonderful
article in Grand Valley Magazine about
Ray Materson (" 1,000 Stitches," Summer
2003). As chairman of the Thomas
Jefferson College admissions committee, I
personally met and knew every TJC
student, so I knew Ray though had little
contac t with him after his involvement with
theater.
And thank you for writing about TJC in
a favorab le and respectful manner. Though
Ray's life after college went downhill and
he hit rock-bottom, TJC helped light a
spark that led him to become, as described,
"one of the great masters. "
I got to know Ray 's mother, Irene, quite
well , so I had to call her after reading the
article. We had a pleasant time sharing
memories about our GVSU experiences.
Again , sincere thanks for a great read.
Dan Andersen,
Professor emeritus of physics
Grand Rapids, Michigan

I was disturbed to see the article on
ratemyprofessors.com ("Chili Peppers &
Smiley Faces," Summer 2003) in Grand
Valley Magazine.
Responsible student evaluations are an
essential part of improving teaching, and
Grand Valley fac ul ty take them very
seriously. Web sites such as this one
encourage just the opposite behavior in
our students. For me, it's an embarrassment that Grand Valley is the most-rated
institution on the site, not something to
publicize in a magazine for alumni and
friends.
As a result of the article, I'm sure
more students will use the site. They will
not be swayed by the faculty quoted in
the article who debunk the site. We ' ll
then be that much farther behind in our
quest for excellence in teaching and
learning.
Catherine E. Frerichs,
Director of Pew Facu lty Teaching and
Learning Center and professor of writing
East Grand Rapids, Michigan

000
Letters to the Editor can be mailed to Grand Valley Magazine, 1 Campus
Drive, 260 LMH, Allendale, Ml 49401; or e-ma iled to gvmagazine@gvsu.edu.
Please includ e your name, class year (if applicable), hometown and phone
number (not for publication). Letters are subj ect to editing.
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CAMPUS I NEWS

Autumn Health Forums tackle hormone therapy,
,hospital accountability

• Wedn esday, October 22, 12 noon , De Vos Center, Loosemore Audi torium .
Wo men's Health Update: Hormone Replacement T herapy.
• Wednesday, November l 9, l2 noon, De Vos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
Building and Assessing Competence in Complex Communi ty Health Care
Systems: Should communities acc redit their hospitals and tra ining programs?

David C. Leach

Ann L. Steine r

T he remaining speakers in Gra nd Vall ey's Autumn Health
Forum will address hormone repl acement therapy and whether
communities should accredit the ir hospitals.
Hosted by Grand Vall ey 's Continuing Edu cation Di vision and
the Grand Rapids Medi cal Edu cation and Research Center, the
annu al forums tack le timely health care concern s. The fo rums are
sponsored by Saint M ary 's Mercy Medical Center and Spectrum
Health; admission is free but reserv ations are requested as seating
is limi ted. Call 6 16-33 1-7 180 or l-800-690-03 14 for info rmation
or to make a reservation.
Ann L. Steiner, professor of obstetrics and gy necology at
the Uni versity of Pennsylvani a School of Medicine, will speak

- -----------------------

on coping with menopause and ri sks and benefits of horm one
repl acement therapy.
Dav id C. Leach is the executive di rector of the Acc rediti ng
Coun cil of Grad uate Med ical Education , which sets standards
and accred its 7,800 res idency programs. He w ill discuss recent
initiati ves to enhance phys ician co mpete ncy and the ad vantages
of medi cal edu cati on tra ining programs .
Dr. Loui s Sulli va n, fo rm er secretary of the U .S. Department
of Hea lth and Human Services and fo und ing clea n of Mo rehouse
School of Medi c ine, and Dona ld Berwick, pres ident and CEO of
the Institu te fo r Hea lthcare Improvement, led the fi rst two Autu mn
Health Forum sess ions.

...

The 2003 football season is in full sw ing. but fa ns can
till reli ve th e 2002 national championship by p urchasing
a commemorati ve book , D VD or VHS.
T he keepsakes detail the Lakers charge through an
undefeated season to the D ivis ion II championship game
against Valdosta State . They are $1 2.50 each or $20 for a
book and DVD, or book and VHS.
Order by calling the News and Information Services Office
at 6 16-33 1-222 1 or sendi ng an e-mail to bouwma ns@gvsu.edu.
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CAMPUS I NEWS

Campus, community view piece of history
The son of an immigrant and a former adviser to Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower spoke poignantly about their definitions
of freedom during a program that celebrated the Declaration of
Independence.
The historic document was di splayed at the Allendale
Campus on July 23 during a community picnic sponsored
by Grand Valley 's Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies
in partnership with the Gerald R. Ford Museum and the Ford
Foundation.
More than 400 people viewed the document on display at
the Seidman House. Stuart Padnos, of Holl and's Padnos Tron
and Metal Company, said it's easy for Americans to take the
declaration for granted, but early immi grants to the country
better understood its connection to freedom.
"I never found a more patriotic American than my fa ther,"
Padnos said, adding that Loui s Padnos emi grated from Russia
through Ellis Island and eventually to Holl and.
Ralph Hauenstein, a top adviser to Eisenhower, talked abo ut
his military service during World War II. He was there to help
liberate 33,000 concentration camp prisoners from Dachau.
"I thought they would rush out and say, 'I'm free, "' he said.
"B ut they stood aro und in fear constantly. No one knew what
freedom was; they lost it."
Hauenstein told the audience that he hopes they became
better acquainted with the declaration.
"It's my hope that your appreciation for freedom is
rekindled," he said. " In the end, the nation 's destiny depends
on us here."
Hauenstein's endowment created the Center for Presidential
Studies so scholars can better understand the ro le of the U.S.
presidency. The Center sponsors seminars, conferences and
other relevant events on critical issues facing presidents.
The center hosted a day-long exploration of the Bush
presidency after September 11. Presidential experts from
around the country debated aspects of the Bush administration
and debuted their book, Considering the Bush Presidency. The
event was covered by C-span and aired on BookTV.
Top: Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies, stands with the Center's benefactor, Ralph
Hauenstein (at left). Bottom: Members of the commun ity view a
copy of the Declaration of Independence during a July picnic at
the Allendale Campus.

CAMPUS I NEWS

New deans appointed;
Mielke & Kindschi resign
With plans to return to teaching, the dean
of the Seidman School of Business resigned,
prompting a national search for that position.

David Mielke resigned on July l. After a
sabbatical to continue research projects , he
said he plans to return to a position on the
SSB facu lty.
"Giving up my administrative duties as
dean will all ow me to devote more time to
specific areas of interest," Mielke explained.
"My work with the SmartZone projects,
,particularly the Michigan Alternative and
Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon, has
spurred increased interest on my part in the
renewable energy field. "
Mielke came to Grand Valley as dean in July
of l 999. Under his leadership, Grand Valley
developed the Family Owned Business Institute
and the Center for Entrepreneurship. He was
in volved in positioning Grand Valley to house
Michigan's Small Business Development Center
and , subsequently, the state's Small Business
and Techno logy Development Center.
Longtime economics professor John Reifel
was named interim dean for the 2003-04 year.
Reifel joined the faculty in 197 1.

P. Douglas Kindschi will step down as
dean of Science and Mathematics in June. He
plans to take a year-long sabbatical, then return
to teaching.
Kindschi has been a dean at Grand Valley
for 28 years and led numerous community
initi atives, including the Regional Math and

Science Center and Grand Valley 's participation
in the Science Olympiad Program. He also led
development of the Annis Water Resources
Institute in 1986; since that time, AWRI has
received more than $25 million in grants. Under
his leadership, seven new science and math
undergraduate programs and six new graduate
programs were developed.
Because of the reorganization of the
academic units underway at Grand Valley,
deci sions regarding a replacement for Kindschi
will be delayed .

Elaine Collins, former dean at West Shore
Community College in Scottville, was named
dean of the Schoo l of Education.
Collins had served as dean of Liberal Arts
and Sciences at West Shore for three years.
Prior to that, she was dean of Academic Studies
at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in
North Adams, Mass.
After six years of working in Grand Valley 's
Admissions office, Oliver Wilson said he looks
fo rward to continuing to help students reach
their goals in his new role as dean of
Multicultural Affairs.
Wilson joined GVSU's Admissions office in
l 997 and had most recently served as associate
director of minority recruitment. About 10
percent of Grand Valley 's 20,000 students are
minorities . Wilson said his immediate goals
as dean will be to enhance recruitment, bolster
retention of minority students and to ensure a
welcoming environment on campus.

... ------------------------Welcome home
Jessica Wa lko, a freshman from Mattawan, ca rr ies a box into her
Hill s Living Center room . Wa lko and Grand Val ley's oth er stud ents
got a mid-summer surprise when t hey learned the ir tuit ion rat e
hike wou ld not be as high as expected, fo ll owing a late agreement
between Gov. Jen ni fer Granho lm and state lawmakers. Fa ll semester
tuition for M ich igan residents in GVSU's lower division classes is $230
per cred it hour.
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Image campaign showcases
university's success

,y

would like a uni versity 's characteristics to
be. Committees then paired those findings
with Grand Valley 's strategic planning
mi ssion , vision and values and derived
the following messages:

A great deal of planning and research
has go ne into Grand Valley 's new ,approach
to marketing.
The uni versity's story will be told
through the people who have contributed to
Grand Valley 's successes.
"Any uni versity can claim it has a great
faculty, excell ent programs and students
who excel," said Pat Oldt, vice president
for Planning and Equity. "Through our ads
and efforts to enhance our image, we' ll
feature the people at Grand Valley who
make those claims reality. "
The integrated marketing process began
one year ago. Campus committees were
charged with researching the public's
image of Grand Valley and what they

"Any university can claim it has a great facu lty, excellent
programs and students who excel, ... we'll feature the
people at Grand Valley who make those claims reality."
- Patricia Oldt, vi ce presid ent for Plann ing and Equity
•
•
•
•
•

Academic excellence
First-rate faculty
Great return on investment
State-of-the-art facilities
Outstanding location

Teaching excellence
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These messages will initially be the
cornerstone for an image campaign. All
ads, placed in statewide publications and
similar in design, will feature a student,
faculty member, or alumni member who

@
GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY
(6 16) 33 1·2025 www.gvsu.edu

personifies the messages .
Another tangible result of the marketing
campaign is the revamped Grand Valley
home page. The site, www.gvsu.edu ,
debuted in May and includes the key
messages along with a link to "Success
Stories ," which feature accomplishments
of people and programs.
"We' re hoping people will refer to these
stories when they talk about Grand Valley,"
said Rhonda Lubberts , assistant vice
president for Institutional Marketing.

CAMPUS! NEWS
'

Fresh Food Company opens to rave reviews
Campus dining at some schools used to
1n ean mystery meat and chef's surprise.
Not so for today 's Grand Valley students,
and others, who have been delighted to select
from freshly prepared items at the university's
newest on-campus restaurant.
The Fresh Food Company opened in
August. True to its name, the Commons
; restaurant features five stations (Grand
Traditions, Champion Grill, Mediterranean
Oven, Produce Market, Bake Shoppe) where
food is prepared in front of guests. Tom
Minor, Food Service general manager, said
that's the key to the restaurant's success.
, "From washing and chopping produce to
sauteing and delivery, guests see the recipe
evolve," he said.
The Fresh Food Company operates 13
restaurants throughout the counlly and Grand
Valley's location is the only one in the
Midwest. University administrators began
researching the company two years ago and
brought a team of staff and students to visit a
restaurant at James Madison University in
Virginia.
Work to renovate the old Laker Buffet in
the upper level of Commons began in April.
Construction crews removed a 20-ton
concrete wall by taking out 1,200-pound
blocks one by one. Remodeling and bringing
the kitchen out front created seating for 360.
Minor said Fresh Food Company has had
steady counts of more than 1,000 people for
lunch and dinner daily. The all-you-can-eat
restaurant is open to the public; breakfast is
$5, lunch $6 and dinner $7 . Hours are daily
from 7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

The Fresh Food Company, a restaurant unique in the Midwest, opened in August in the upper
level of Commons. Above, students line up for omelettes at one of five station s.

...
Shakespeare Festival concludes with

-------------------------

original work inspired by sonnets
Grand Valley's Shakespeare Festival
concludes its 10th anniversary season with
an original collage by six local playwrights.
"The Marriage ofTrne Minds," with
pe1formances October 30-November 2 at the
Performing A.Its Center, is a collection of oneact plays inspired by one of the Bard's
sonnets. Director Trinity Bird said the plays,
like Shakespeare's sonnets, examine themes
of love, lust and compassion.
The Shakespeare Festival began in 1993 to
give Grand Valley students "the Shakespeare
experience," said Laura Gardner Salazar,
GVSU professor emerita and one of the

festival's founders. "It gives students a
grounding in the ultimate goal: theater as a
serious ait form. If you can do Shakespeare,
you can do almost anything," she said.
Salazar, who taught theater at GVSU for
more than 30 yeai·s, returned to Grand Valley
thi s year to direct the festival. It is the oldest
Shakespeare Festival in Michigan and brings
the Bai·d's writings to more than 6,000 people.
Tickets for "The Marriage of True Minds"
are $ 12 for general public, $ 10 for alumni ,
staff and special populations and $6 for
students. Call the box office at 6 16-33 1-2300.

Participants from Grand Valley's annual
Renaissance Festival and Shakespeare
Festiva l parade around the All endale Campus
to ce lebrate the 10th anniversary of the
Shakespeare Festival.
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Artist Profile: Elona V
Monsters in St. Petersburg

.,

Elona Van Gent

When Elona Van Gent began using the
strange, eclectic collections of Peter the
Great as inspiration for some of her
sculptures, she never imagined that her
high-tech creations would one day share
space with the Russian czar's 17th- and
18th-century a1tifacts.
But this summer, Russia's 300-year-old
Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology
and Ethnography in St. Petersburg got a
contemporary twist. From June 27 to
August I, Peter the Great's well-preserved
(and somewhat disturbing) two-headed calf
stood a few feet from Van Gent's
computer-generated (and not quite so
disturbing) two-headed, dog-like fi gure,
"Rover."
"Rover" was one of 29 sculptures Van
Gent took to St. Petersburg for her exhibit,
"Artifacts and Anomalies: Cabinets of
Wonder and the Play of Technology." Her
plastic and bronze figures were displayed
in cases opposite the specimens and

From the "Teratology" series, bronze .
10 I Fall 2003

- by Nancy Wi lley

mtifacts Peter the Great himself had
collected and displayed in "cabinets of
wonder," the precursor to today 's natural
history museums. Russians still refer to his
museum as "kunstkamera" - cabinet of
wonder.
In some ways her oddly shaped
creatures - or "monsters," as she calls
them - fit ri ght in with the peculiar
objects that have been displayed at the
museum for centuries, said Van Gent, an
associate profess or of art and design at
Grand Valley. In other ways, they provided
a lighthearted - and welcome - relief
from such things as jars containing human
fetuses with severe physical abnormalities.
"Some of the things on display in the
kunstkamera m·e difficult to look at," Van
Gent said. "In my sculpture, I tried to
borrow a bit from that strangeness and then
temper it with a more contemporary, almost
pop-culture reference. The
exhibition was all about putting these old

Poster announcing Van Gent's exhibition
at the Peter the Great Museum in Russia.

"Anesthetic," layered paper, lam inated.
At top: "Rover," plaster and binder.

and new objects together in the same
space."
Also in contrast to the many natural
items on display at the museum, Van Gent
uses the latest 2 1st-century technology.
After she designs her sculptures on a
computer, they m·e built with a translucent
epoxy through a process called rapid
prototyp ing.
"The data on the computer is actually
not all that dissimilar from what you can do
with clay," she said.
"Van Gent uses her computer database
as a microcosm of the imaginm·y," said
Teresa Castelao-Law less, associate professor of philosophy, in an essay she wrote for

the exhibition catalogue. "Objects of all
kinds can be revisited in this 'theater of the
world' - inspired by Pliny's races,
Aldrovandi 's dragons, Seba's seven-headed
hydras and other sea monsters, plus medical and musical instruments, toys, images,
proverbs, and stori es that extend from the
classical to d1e contemporm-y."
Van Gent's monsters can be seen locall y
in her own "Cabinet of Wonder" in the
Steelcase Library of Grand Valley's De Vos
Center in Grand Rapids. It was that artwork
that led to her exhibit at Russia's kunstkamera - only the second contemporary art
exhibit ever held at the museum.
The exhibit was met with fanfare
befittin g the 300th anni versary of both St.
Petersburg and the Peter the Great
Museum . Guests at the opening reception
included Grand Valley's poet-in-residence
Patricia Clark, who read a poem composed
for the event (which was translated stan za
by stanza into Russian), and the deputy
chief of the U.S. Embassy in Russia, John
Beyrle - a 1975 alumnus of Grand Valley.

ATHLETE I PROFILE

Athlete profile: Katy Ballantine
Ballantine dives into Grand Valley record books -

[<aty Ballantine

Katy Ballantine has made a smooth
transition from tumbling on a gymnastics
floor to tumbling off a diving board.
The senior Laker diver has earned
NCAA Division II All-American honors
for two straight years and has set Grand
Valley records on the I-meter and 3-meter
boards. Those are impressive credentials
for someone who joined her high school
swim team on advice from a friend.
"I was in gymnastics until I got to high
school and my school didn ' t have a team,"
said Ballantine, who grew up in the
Detroit suburb of Livonia and went to
Stevenson High School. "My friend had
already joined the swim team and said she
really liked it."
Ballantine also has grown to love the
sport that sends a person toward the water
at speeds reaching 30 mph.
"Diving is usually very humbling and
I've found that you never lose your fear
when you 're on the high board," she said.
"It's very challenging."
Head coach Dewey Newsome said
Ballantine's gymnastic abilities have
helped improve her diving skills.
"There are no high boards [3-meter] in
high school competition, so it can be
intimidating for freshmen," said
Newsome, who marks his 20th season as
Grand Valley's swimming and diving
coach this year. "But Katy is naturally
graceful and has great body lines in her
dives ."
Ballantine hopes for a return trip to
NCAA competition this year. To make the
elite fi eld, Ballantine said she needs to
continue improving her reverse dive, the
one she considers most difficult. In a
reverse di ve, she leaves the springboard or

platform facing the water and then rotates
her body backward .
Like other divers, Ballantine has
learned to cope with the subjecti veness of
diving judges . In competitive diving, each
diver usually makes three dives of varying
degrees of difficulty. Judges, much like
their figure skating colleagues, score each
dive on a scal e of I to I 0. Final scores are
calculated with a dive's degree of
diffi culty.
"It's not like swimming, you don 't race
a clock. You need to get a certain score to
advance from the preliminary rounds," she
said. At NCAA championship meets, the
top 16 are awarded All-American status.
At last year 's championships at the
University of North Dakota, Ballantine
fini shed third on the 3-meter board and
fifth on the I-meter. The year before, she
placed third in both competitions.
Ballantine is a nursing major and
recently completed a clinical rotation at
De Vos Children's Hospital in Grand
Rapids where she worked in the obstetrics
and birthing units. She chose Grand Valley
for its size and the strong reputation of the
Kirkhof School of Nursing.
"When I came for my visit, I just fell in
love with the campus," she said. "It's
small enough, yet still big enough to me."
After graduating from Grand Valley,
Ballantine said she is considering graduate
school and a career as a nurse anesthetist.

by Michele Coffill

The Laker swimming and diving team
opens its 2003-04 schedule at home
against Lewis University on October 24, at
6 p.m . The team's schedule is posted
online at www4 .gvsu. edu/swim.

000
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Grand Rapids couple
share their love of photography

-

by Nancy Willey

Ray and Carol Stevens'
passion for black-and-white
.,

,photography took the Grand
Rapids couple and their cameras
all over the United States and
Europe. Along the way, they collected
works by photographers they adm ire,
amassing a veritable who 's who of conteJnporary black-and-white landscape
photographers.
Now those photographs can be admired
by hundreds of people every day. Sixtytwo photograp hs donated by the Stevenses
now hang on the walls of the Cook-De Vos
Center for Health Sciences, which opened
thi s semester on downtown Grand Rapids'
"Health Hill. "
'<
"'
"I hope they will be enjoyed," Ray said. ~
Now retired fro1n hi s five-decade dentistry ~
s,
practice, he said he and Carol thought it
fittin g that the photographs hang in a
Carol and Ray Stevens stand in front of a photograph by Ray McSavaney, a piece from the
building dedi cated to the future of hea lth
collection they donated to the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences.
care.
year hobby. Like the " tremendous thrill"
The photographs are in good company.
The Stevenses took their large and
T he center contains more than 330 works
of standing on a mountain in the American
medium format cameras all over the
of art, one-third of whi ch were acquired
Southwest where four states meet . . . or
United States. They traveled to England,
throu gh private donations. The six-story
the "spectacular" sight at Yosemite
Ireland, Scotland and Portugal. After
building itself, home to Grand Valley 's
National Park when it rained, snowed , and
dabbling in color, they decided long ago
the sun shone all at the same time . .. or
health professions programs and research,
that black-and-white photography was
is partly the result of genero us donors:
the old woman painting her 300-year-old
their medium , and that landscapes and
nearly 500 individual s, businesses and
house in Maine ... or Ansel Ada ms'
natural surroundings were their main
fo undatio ns contributed to the building
subjects .
campaign.
Along the way, they collected works by
"As a photographer you become

~---------

A wonderful hobby

so aware of things around you.

Ray Stevens traces his love for photograph y back to hi s Navy service in Wo rl d
War II, when he became fr iends with a
photograp her 's mate on board his shi p.
" Pretty soon he let me he lp him in the
da rkroom , and that's where I caught the
bug,'' Ray said. "When I came home,
Caro l became interested , and it just grew
from there."
It grew quite large. Recentl y, Caro l and
Ray sat in the lobby of the Cook-De Vos
C nter and traded stori es about their 60-

There are so many beautiful
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things in the world."
- Carol Stevens
personal darkroom, which they visited in
Carme l, Calif. ...
" When you get off the main highways
you see these wonderfu l, wo nderful
things ," Carol said. " As a photographer
you become so aware of what's aro und
you. T here are so many beautiful things in
the wo rl d."

renowned black-and-white photographers
- many of whose workshops they attended.
Photographs hanging in the Cook-DeVos
Center include such prominent names as
Ansel Adams, John Sexton, David
Lubbers , Henry Gilpin, Ho ward Bond,
Mark Citret and Ray McSavaney.
The Stevenses own works can also be
viewed. Their photographs are on exhibit
now at Schuler Books & M usic in Grand
Rapids , and are in collections at Meijer
Gardens and Scu lpture Park, the Grand
Rapids Art Museum , the Art Center of
Battle Creek, the Fine Art Museum of
New Mexico, and various corporations.
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High-tech facility is newest jewel in
Grand Rapids' medica l science corridor.
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Looking at the Cook-DeVos Center for
Health Sciences, there can be little
question that the sleek, six-story
structure was built for high-tech

Above are images from "A Brief Medical Encyclopedia" by
Russian artists Olga and Alexander Florensky.

fµnction.
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The 215,000-square-foot building is constructed primarily of steel
and glass, providing a contemporary ahd sophisticated addition to
Grand Valley 's Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The building houses
the university's health professions programs and research,
including the Kirkhof School of Nursing and the School of Health
,, Professions, as well as the Aftican American Health Institute and
West Michigan Science and Technology Initi ative in the Grand
Rapids SmartZone.
Situated on Michigan Street in downtown Grand Rapids, the
Center for Health Sciences provides a third component to the
city's medical science corridor, known informally as "Health
Hill ." Down Michigan Street to the west is Spectrum Health
Butterworth Campus, which provides health care delivery to the
public, and across the street is the Van Andel Research Institute,
the medical research arm of Health Hill.
"The Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences is the other
bookend. It's the training ground for the future of our health care
professionals," said Craig Nicely, architect and project manager

"We wanted the building to be very fresh and clean and
inviting, welcoming people in," Nicely said.
Buff-colored stone was used at the outside street level to lend
warmth to the entryway. Inside the 7,600-square-foot lobby,
stonework, plants, artwork, and colorful furniture lend further
warmth and interest.
The building's design also takes into account the collaborative
nature of health sciences. Just as people seeking or administering
health care often deal with a multitude of medical fie lds, health
science students are encouraged to cross disciplines. Fifteen
study/meeting areas, including large public gathering spaces on
each flo or, accommodate them. The building provides wireless
technology.
Built by Pioneer Incorporated of Grand Rapids, the Center for
Health Sciences is comprised of five floors housing 24 classrooms
and seminar rooms, 30 teaching and research labs, 200 faculty
offices, LS conference rooms, a 150-seat auditorium, and a foodservice area. A sixth floor contains the ventilation, heating, and

The second floor of the Center for Health Sciences overlooks a 7,600-square-foot lobby.

for Design Plus, the Grand Rapids firm that designed the new
facility.
The center's proximity to downtown health care facilities
reinforces Grand Valley's partnerships with health care providers,
medical institutions and research organizations. It's also a plus for
students serving internships and clinicals in Grand Rapids.
That the bui lding's l.ook reflects the state-of-the-art technology
and programs housed there was a major element of its design, but
not the onl y one. The prevalence of windows - 37,000 square
feet of glass were used - allows students and fac ulty to connect
with the outs i.de community. The windows also visually draw
people into the building.
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cooling systems for the building. Two levels of parking are
located below the academic floors.
A grand staircase at the south side of the building unites all
floors and offers panoramic views of Health Hill and the Grand
Rapids skyline.
"This building continues the university's desire to provide its
students with attractive and effective study fac ilities," noted James
Moyer, Grand Valley's director of Facilities Planning.

Building design caters to busy students
The students involved in Grand Valley 's health programs are
engaged in serious business . Man y of the health programs are
intensive and frequently require students to spend entire days in
classes and labs. The Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences was
designed to provide a pleasant environment for busy students.
"We think that a lot of students will enj oy what they' re doing
here," said James Moyer, Grand Valley 's director of Facilities
Plann ing.
The building features a variety of spaces aimed at supporting a
coll aborative, interactive health care culture and environment. It
features dedicated cubicles for intensive solo studying, computer
stations for students to check e-mail, casual lounge-type spaces
fo r students to gather and rooms for students to work in groups.
The building also makes use of one of its greatest assets - the
view. Tables and chairs on every level provide an opportunity to
sit and study or meditate on the soarin g views of the Grand
Rapids sky line.
Some of building 's user-friendly feat ures are in the details.
Students are provided lockers so they don 't have to lug their
books all day. At the north ends of the corri dors, there are spaces
where students can relax and get away from the main corridor.
Perhaps most important, there is a food-serv ice area in the lobby.
Sean Powers checks his e-ma il at the Cook-DeVos Center for Health
Sciences.

CHS also home to biotech, health researchers
With the opening of the West Michi gan Science and
Techno logy Initiati ve in the Grand Rapids SmartZo ne, Grand
Valley stands at the cutting edge of biotechnology, bringing Grand
Rapids one step closer to becoming a center of health research
and product development.
The initiative is a partnership between Grand Valley, Grand
Rap ids Community College, the Van A ndel Research Institute, the
city of Grand Rapids, and the Right Place program. T he project's
goal is to help turn life science industry innovations into
commercial products, and to place students and fac ulty in the
research and commercialization process.
In Jul y, Matt Dugener was named executive director of the
Grand Rap ids SmartZone, which is housed in the Cook-De Vos
Center fo r Health Sciences.
The 10,000-square-foot SmartZo ne is located on the fifth floor
of CHS and features 1. ,000 square feet of office space. T he hope is
that by shar ing resources, researchers can conduct their work
more econom ically. The SmartZone provides hi gh qua li ty,
intensive services to clients throu gh a coordin ated network of
technology bu siness resources such as certified publi c
accountants, patent attorneys , MBA students, gra nt writing assistance, ve nture and conventi onal capital providers, and engineering
and bu siness fac ulty members .
There is also a support area that includes a lab prep area,
microscopes, hot and co ld rooms for storing and incubating
materials, an autoclave roo m for steri lizing items and a
rad ioisotope room .

CHS Fun Facts
I.

More than 2,200 tons of structura l steel, 8,000 cubic
yards of concrete, and 37,000 square feet of glass were
used to construct the facility.

2.

If you put all the steel studs end to end, they would span
67 miles and weigh nearly 150 tons. The electri cal
wiring would extend 99 miles.

3. There is enough ceiling tile for a 2-foot-wide strip to
cross the Mackinac Bridge fo ur times, leaving enough to
pave a path over to Mackinac Island.
4. The carpet in the building could completely cover the
Detroit L ions' Ford Field one and a half times. And
don't forget the 14 miles of vinyl tile.
5. The construction took 25 months with more than 1
million hours of work pe1formed.
6. It is estimated that more than 450 trades people set foot
on this project. T his does not count the number of
people who pe1formed tasks off-site.
Compiled by Pioneer Co11structio11 c111d Design Plus
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African American Health Institute
Man y African A mericans ex perience higher rates of
preventable diseases than the general population . The Grand Rapids
African Ameri can Health Institute (GRAAHI), housed in the CookDeVos Center for Health Sciences, will foc us on addressing these
disparities.
"The health profi le of African Americans in the Grand Rapids
community presents a picture that is particularly alarming," said
Kev in Rose, interim project manager of GRAAHI.
Rose said cancer rates among African Ameri cans who li ve in
Kent Coun ty are double that of whites and higher than any
Michigan county, and the death rate for African Ame1icans with
heart disease surpasses that of all other races.
"Our focus is really going to be at the systems level, such as
third-party payers and providers, hospitals, health systems, and
community health agencies. Our hope is to collaborate in an effort to
rethink the way we look at disease management in the African
American population," Rose said.
GRAAHI was developed through the work of a prevention
committee formed by the Grand Rapids Urban League in 1998. The
com1nittee was developed as a resul t of a survey conducted by the
Healthy Kent 2000 initiative (now the Healthy Kent 2010 initiative).
Initial funding was provided by Spectrum Health, Saint Mary 's
Mercy Medical Center, Metropolitan Hospital and the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation. That foundation also gave Grand Valley a
$400,000 grant with the understanding that the uni versity wou ld
give GRAAHI office space to help it get started, Rose said.

High-tech equipment used to simulate
patient problems
It looks like a nondescript room with a small dance floor in the
middle. But the research that will be done at the Mr. and Mrs. Peter
P. Renucc i Motion Analysis Biomechanics Laboratory will be quite
remarkable.
Students and facu lty members working in the lab, on the second
floor of the Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences, will use
hi gh-tech eq uipment to study human movement, muscle strength
and endurance.
The lab's equipment will be similar to that in the Motion
Analys is Center at Mary Free Bed Hospital and Rehab ilitation
Center in Grand Rapids. Grand Valley and Mary Free Bed partnered
to open the center in 1994. It's mainly used to assess the walki ng
ab ility of patients with neuromuscular di sorders. Patients wear
sensors and walk back and forth on force plates built in to the floor
wh ile electromyography machines and hi gh-speed cameras record
their movements. Mary Free Bed staff members can then analyze a
patient's gait and recommend treatments.
Gordon Alderink, GVSU assistant professor, teaches physical
therapy students and said Grand Valley's lab wi ll be devoted to
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Nurs ing m~jor Tasha Smith gets a hands-on lesson from Vickie Slot, nursing professor, on starting an I.V. on Stanley, a state-of-the-art
human patient simulator.
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Academic programs
housed at CHS
Kirkhof School of Nursing
School of Health Professions
Clinical Laboratory Science
Medical Imaging/Radiation Sciences
Occupational Safety and Health
Occupational Therapy
Physician Assistant Studies
Physical Therapy
Therapeutic Recreat ion
Life Sciences
Ce llular and Molecul ar Biology
Master 's of Health Sc iences
Master 's of Biology

learning and teaching, and Mary Free Bed's lab will continue to be
used for patient tests. Having two labs in one city makes Grand
Rapids unique in Michigan, Alderink said .
"We can teach students a different way to rehab people, and use
this lab to teach things like, 'Is this exercise doing what we want it
to?'" he said. "Before students assess a patient, they need to understand what movement is normal and what forces are involved in
movement."

tool that enables doctors to target a specific area and ensure that
the radiation dose will be de livered to the tumor. Those in vo lved
say it's not a rare piece of equipment, but it is rare to have one in
an educational institution used for training purposes .
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Sim Man
The most popular male on the third floor of CHS doesn't have
a brain.
But he can simulate breath and heart sounds, demonstrate
problems related to blood pressure loss and develop abnormal
heart and lung problems.
He is SimMan, a computerized patient simulator that helps
teac h physical problems to grad uate and undergraduate nursing
students. Ron Perkins, Kirkhof School of Nursing learning
resource coordinator, said SimMan can be programmed to present
normal or abnormal health problems creating realistic patient
scenarios .
"It's essentially a mannequin controlled by a computer,"
Perkins said. "He can make heart, lung and bowel sounds to teach
students to li sten to what's normal."
Nursing students can also practice injections, wound care,
catheteri zations and other skills on SimMan, built by
Laerdal/Medical Plastics Laboratories in Texas.

Art broadens students' liberal arts experience

Radiation therapy

With hundreds of works of art surrounding the dail y activiti es
of students, faculty, and health profess ionals, the Cook-De Vos
Center for Health Sciences could be ca lled a li ving art gallery.
The building con tains more than 330 pieces of art. They range
from the gigantic "In Reverence of Remedies" by recent art
graduate Julie Upmeyer to the intri cately patterned "The Heal ing
Hand" by Grand Rapids cerami c artist Mary Ellen McNaughton.
The microscopic is provided by che mi stry professor Lauri e
Witucki in her paintings of ce lls, and the extensive, in the 72-foot,
600-tile "A Brief Medical Encyclopedia" by avant-garde Russ ian
artists Olga and Alexander Florensky.
It was a deliberate choi ce to have much of the art refl ect the
new center 's function , sa id He nry Matthews, director of Gall eries
and Collections at GVSU.
"Art was a part of the plan from the very beginning; it's part of
what we do at Gra nd Va ll ey," Matthews sa id . "No matter what
students' disciplines are, the arts enhance their libera l arts
experi ence. "

Students in the new medical imaging program are using the
Ximetron C-series, a radiotherapy simulator. It is a quality-control

-

by Brian J. Bowe, Michele Coffill and Nancy Willey
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Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences Supporters
The Grand Valley State U niversity community gratefull y recogni zes our many generous benefactors for
their leadership and support of the Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences. The State of Michigan appropriated
$37 million for the facility ; $20 milli on was rai sed through pri vate gifts.
AAL On Campus Laundry
Matthew and Dana Agnew
Gordon J. and Sall y A. Alderink
Mike and Tina (BSN 1991) Aldrich - In Memory of Evert Korhorn
Susan and Larry Allaben
Bernie and Donella Andersen
Dr. Gary and Cheryl Anderson
David and Mary Annis
Anonymous
Amy Antonacci
Argus Group
Daniel J. Aronoff
,. Carolyn E. Ault
Joann and Jeff Baar
Dan and Alice Bailey
John and Brenda Baird
Amy Bann.ink-Burmeister
Janet and Jim Banta
Dr. Lonson and Mary Barr
Bonnie R. Bmtz, WHNP
John H. and Nancy Batts
BOO Seidman, LLP
Laurie Finney Bemd
Teresa M. Beck
Family of William R. Beckman
Kay A. Beebe, RN , MSN, APRN, BC
Dr. John and Carol Beernink
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Beld - In Honor of Coral Esther Beld
Jan and Mike Bennett - In Honor of Research Nurses
Bob and Mickey Bero
Karl and Patricia Betz
Kristi L. Bianconi
Owen and Shirley Bieber
James and Kathleen Bierens
Thomas and Julie Billups
Karen and Dm1 Bishop
BISSELL Inc.
J. and H. Blythe and grandsons Alex, Bobbie and Corwin
Dr. and Mrs. James Boelk.ins
Ronald and Linda Bond
Georgine Bornhofen-Gass
Greg and Jamie Bosch
Calvin and Evelyn Bosman
Thomas and Susan Bosold
Terngu and K waghdoo Bossuah
David and Michelle Bottrall
John and Sharo n Bouma
Susan A. Bourque, PT
Allison R. Adams-Bousson and James A. Bousson
Craig S. Bouwens and John E. BakL111 - In Memory of 9/ 11 Victims
Jim and Diane Brandt - In Honor of Lindsay Vertalka
Dan and Karen Breuker
Bruce and R uth Ann Brintnall
Agnes and Lee Britton
The Brooks Famil y
Gary and Jean Brooks
The Keith Brophy Famil y
David and Ruth Brouwer
In Memory of Phyllis Brouwer
Paul J. and Mary E. Brower
Cm·olyn J. and Mark A. B rown
Duane A. and Jenny L. Brummel - In Honor of GVSU N urses,
C lass of2000
Todd Buchta and Susan Gray
Erika, Megan, Lauren Buczkowski
Pat B ui st
Nancy and Robert Burch
Re becca J. Burkert - ln Memory of Clara Springman
Brandon and Elizabeth B urnette
T homas and Cheryl B utcher
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Shmon M . Buursrna
Ronald and Edith Bylsma
Dan and Donna Caldon
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Campbell - In Memory of Phyllis H. Colton
John C. and Marie Canepa
Andrew and Mm·y Cm·ey - In Honor of Thomas and Ju lie Carey
Tom Carlson
Mary (Pappas) Carri er
Celeste A. Clmk
Edward J. Clm·k.
Torn and Nancy Claus
Tom and Judy Coby
Mary and Bill Collin
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. Collins
Joan and Joyce Colli ns - In Memory of Rip Collins
Dr. Donald and Suzanne Condit
Bob and Julie Con nors
Peter C. and Pat Cook
Linda Cook-Toren
Cynthia Peltier Coviak, PhD, RN
Ji m Cox and Jill Walcott-Cox
John and Teri Crumb
Brenda K. Cubi tt
Custer Office En vironments Inc.
Cheryl M. Czerney
Elaine Dalcher
Dr. Stephen and Julie Dahn
Jessie and Ronald Dalman
Randall S . Darnstra and Jul ie K. Duisterhof
Mary and Bob Dmrnw
Frederick and Michelle Daviso n
Patrick and Bonnie Dawdy
Valerie J. DeBoer
Mike and Colleen DeGraaf Family
David and Na ncy DeNolf Family
Daniel and Pamella De Vos Foundation
Douglas and Mari a DeVos Foundati on
Richmd and Helen De Vos Foundation
Rick and Lisa De Vries
Marvin and Jerene DeWitt
John R. De Young
Karl and Ruth De Young
Marilyn Dooge
Doric Lodge #342 F. & A.M .
Karen and Neil Dunlap
Clu-istine K. Dunnuck
David and Kate Eberhard
Maureen Mika Eberly
Congressman Vernon and Mrs. Johann a E hlers
John Louis Eizel - In Memory of Edward S. EizeJ
G inny and Jeff Elzinga
Joe Enders - In Memory of Carl Moberg, MD
Rose M . Enders - In Memory of Richard Doescher, Sr.
Jean Enright
Anne (Kaminski) Erdman
Chad, Rebecca and Cale b Farlee
Dr. and Mrs. Paul J. Fatum
Frank B. and Virginia Fehsenfeld Chmitable Found ation
Dr. Roger Ferguson
Vilma (Tawy) Fernandez
Fifth Third Foundation
Betsy J. Flory-McCoy - In Memory of Maggie Joy Wit.ri
John and Melynda Folkert
Julie A. Ford-Upright
Jani ce G. Fortney
Founders Trust Personal Bank
Joyce A. French
Frey Foundation
Patricia Frontczak, MSN 1999
Susan A. and Robert F. Fuchs
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Gainey Corporation
Ken and Dori Gates
Ors. Harvey and Ph yllis Gendl er
The Rollin M . Gerstacker Foundation
Jim and Pam GilJette
Gene J. and Tubie G ilmore
Dr. Stephen and Kay Glass
Jim Glessner, BSN , RN - In M e mory of Peter Glessner
Richard A . Gonce
George H. and Barbara Gordon
Barbara and John Gracki
G raham F. "Deck" and Ruth B. Stewart F und of the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation
The Grand Rapids Press
Mary N. Green
Patrecia C. Green - In M emory of Edwin H. Green
Steven B. Green, Sr.
Linda icho lson Grinstead
Robe1t and Sharon Grooters
G rotenhui s
Dr. Ri chard and Caro lyn G rover
Grubb & Ellis I Paramount
G VSU A1t Gallery Internati ona l Tour 2003:
Egypt - Land of Pharaohs and M ysteries
Hager Family Foundation
Edward and Nancy Hanenburg
Rebecca A. Harkavi
Ralph Haue nstein
David 0. Haughey
James and Barbara Haveman
James and Catherine Haveman Fami ly Foundation
Megan Elise Hawkins
Doyle Hayes and Di xie Anderson
C hristine A. Hebert
Donna and C rai g Hecker
Gene and Bonnie Hecker
John and Jan Heerspink
Hekman Furn iture Company
Joseph and Sharon He lgert
Patricia Hendricks
Daniel P. He im an and Shelley A. Tun wa ll
Katherine J. Heys
Donald and Iris Hi ler
Anhur C. Hills
Stephe n C. Hills
Don and Sall y Hipp
Stacey Hoekstra
Frank and Angela Hoess
Honorabl e R . Stuart Hoffiu s
Dave and Amy Ho ffm an
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Ho llister
Earl and Donna.l ee Ho lto n
C harl es and Janet Hook
Dav id and Leslie Hooker
Robert L. and Judith S. Hooker
Dr. Susan Horling
Dr. and Mrs. Bri an L. Hotchki ss
Howar d M ill er Company
Craig A. and Hope Marie Hower and c hildren
- Morgan Be lla, Jacob and N icho las
Eleanore and Robert Howieson
Bill and Grace Hoyer
J.C. Hui zenga
C hristopher and Caryn Hull
Bil l and Rita Hunter
Julie A. Hupcik
Dani e l and Stephanie Hurwitz
Ronald De ming Hyatt, Jr.
Bill and Bea lcle ma Foundati on
Jose Infa nte

Grand Valley salutes principal donors

Peter C. and Pat Cook

'J
Richard M. and Helen DeVos

The Cook-DeVos Center for Healt h Sciences is named for t he
project's principal private backers who together contributed
$10 million to the building campaign. The two community
leaders and their wives are longstanding advocates of
education and health care and many other endeavors that
improve the quality of life in West Michigan. Grand Valley
salutes them for their unparalleled support.

Richard M. and Helen DeVos
Richard M. DeVos co-founded Amway Corporation (now
Alticor) in 1959, and by 2003, more than 3 million independent
business owners were selling Amway products around the
world.
Even as "citizens of the world," DeVos and his wife Helen
have never forgotten their hometown. Through commitments
such as the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, Devos Performance Hall,
DeVos Children's Hospital, Helen DeVos Women's Center, and
DeVos Place, their dedication to Grand Rapids is clear.
For Grand Valley, DeVos served on the Board of Trustees
from 1975 to 1982 and has been president of the Grand Valley
University Foundation for more than 10 years. He has provided
leadership to Grand Valley's campaigns for the Annis Water
Resources Institute, the DeVos Center on the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus, and now the Center for Health Sciences.
"Helen and I have supported education for many years,"
DeVos said. "You can have the finest hospitals, the most t echnologically advanced equipment, the latest breakthroughs in
medical research, but without those who provide the care and
support, the system fails ... Giving is part of our Christian
heritage and we share this joy with the many others who gave
to this building."
Peter C. and Pat Cook
Grand Rapids native Peter Cook started his career in a cost
accounting hourly job. The turning point in his life came when
he pursued a career in the automobile business. In 1954 he
became president of Import Motors Ltd., Inc., a Volkswagen
distributor, and by 1977 he had founded Transnational Motors,
Inc., which became the only independent Mazda distributor in
the United States.
Cook believes in "making a life, a living and a contribution ."
He and his wife Pat have given many significant gifts to West
Michigan, among them the Cook Institute for Research and
Education, the Cook Carillon and Cook-DeWitt Center on
Grand Valley's Allendale Campus, and a long list of others.
"My wife Pat and I never questioned the need for a facility
like the center," Cook said. "Health care is important, and we
need qualified, highly skilled professionals. The training that
students will receive at the center will be fantastic."
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Win and Kyl e Irw in
Robert and Pa ulette Israels
Mike and Sue Jande rnoa
Clare F. Jarecki
Susan Je nsen. PhD. RN
Gay la Jewell and Bob Zy lstra
Dorothy A. and F. Martin John son
Dr. Melinda E. Johnson and Dr. Benjamin P. Rechner
Cheryl A. Jones
Linda Kafer
Sheldon and Lo is Kah n
James and Beth Kalkman
Mr. and Mrs. John Kanak
David and Marcia Kapo lka
Mary Anne Karmes
.Joseph F. Kaupa
' Ley la A. Kayi - In Ho nor of Dr. Ceng iz Kay i and Mrs. Caro l A. Kay i
Miner S. and Mary Ann Keeler
John and Nancy Kennedy
Robert and Wendy Kersman
Ors. Tye and Katheri ne K. Kim
Douglas and Barbara Ki ndschi
A Gift from Fac ulty, Staff, Alumni and Friends of the
Kirkhof Schoo l of Nursing
Ray and Fran Ki sor
Douglas and Patricia Klein
Lisa and Jay Kl ein - In Honor of Chri stin a KJein
Norman and Mari e Klein
Kay Setter Kline
Mary F. Knicke rbocker
Serena and Brett K noop
Mary Koenen
Nick and Pat Ko kx
Jeanie F. Koops
E lizabeth Koperdak, RN , BSN
Vince and Coll een Koperski
Jack J . and Kathryn H. Korff
John and Marnie Kotw ick
Mary L. Kramer
Madelon K. Krissoff, MD
C indy Krui zenga
Gordon and June Langereis
Ors. Donna and Haro ld Larson
Ross A. Lautenbach
Tom and Sheil a Laute nbach
Elaine A. Leigh , MSN
Norman and Maril yn Leven Fami ly Foundation
In Honor of Erin E lizabeth Li ch
Katlu·yn and Steven Lipnicki
Dr. Kim Litwack and Dr. Daniel Masli ah
Chris and Sharon (Hill ) Longstreth
Charles W. Loosemore Foundation
Caro l and Perry Lopucki
Teri and Charles H. Losey IV
Karen Loth
Lucinda and T ho mas Lowary
Are nd and Nancy Lubbers
David Lubbers
Leonard and Mmjo ri e Maas
Sarah E. MacDonald
Nancy K. Mack
Suzie a nd John MacKeigan
Lynda M. Mackus, DDS
Jean T. and Samuel A. Martin
Joseph and Sandra Marti n
William and lncua Ma.iti nclill
M r. and Mrs. Freel Martino
Jon and JoAnn Marvel
Mary Free Bed Hospital & Rehabil itation Center
Gary L. and Jud ith A. Mast
Patri cia Mauhe w
Phil and Gay le McCorkle
Matthew E. and Jane Brierley McLocran
b
Stephanie Mc amara
Dr. Dale and Connie Kl eis Mead
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David and Linda Mehney
Meij er Family
Mercantile Bank of West Michigan
Wendell and Mari ette Miles
Jack H. Miller
Bm·ba.i·a J. Miner
Abe and Wanda Moerland
Ta mm y Mo mber and Keisha McNeil
Rev. Nathani el and Laura B. Moody
Dr. and Mrs. W. David Moore
Darell and Phyllis Moreland
Dr. Michael and Ronda Mott
James and Sherry Moyer
Najee M. M uh ammad - In Memory of Armentus Marie Booker
Ann e E . M ulder
Judge Bill and Paul a Murphy
Mark and E lizabeth Murray
Jean Nagelkerk
Wi lliam J. and Mary E. Neal
Craig C. Nicely
Malea and Steven Nicolet
The oorthoeks - In Memory of Joseph James Noorthoek
Gary and Peg Novosad
Nucraft F urniture Co mpany
Patrick and Mari a O'Hare
Patricia Oldt, PhD
Marcia Mary Olinger
Dr. and Mrs. Juan R. O liva.i·ez
Karen and Art Olson
Michelle J. O lson
Ruth E. Oosterbaan
W. Harold and Lynne Ornes
Dr. Arno ld C. and Marion P. Ott
Chri sten and Benj amin Owen
Esther and Seymo ur Padnos
Sarah Palmbos
C hri s and Joan Panopoulos
Loren N ico le Parquette
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Pawl
Dr. and Mrs. John Peck
Perri go Company
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Pew
Dan and Eunice Pfe iffer
Mr. and Mrs. Ro nald Postma
Mary Pre nti ce, MSN , RN, COE
Pre-Phys ical Therapy Club of Grand Vall ey State U ni versity, 2002-2003
D iane M . Purg iel and Bi ll R. Kerry
Kev in Rahri g and Lori Houg hton-Rahri g, MSN, APRN, BC
Maril yn and Mel Rapaport
Marth a Ratering-Dow
Scott D . and Betsy F. Raymond
Larry and Diane Reed
B ruce L. Reges
John and G inny Re ife l
Dav id M. Reifl er
Tom my E. Remengesau , Jr.
Ke nneth C. and Phyllis J. Rennells
Kath leen L. Rent - In Hono r of Dr. Gordon W. Balyeat
Mr. and Mrs. Peter P. Renucci
Marti Rheau lt, MSN 1997
S usan Johnson Rhodes
Dr. and Mrs. Mohammad Riahi
Carl H. Richards, Il1
D . Scott Ri chardson
Re nato, Debra and Kam Robles
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Robson
James H. Rockwell
Nea l Rogness
Deborah Rom ain
Dr. Jack and L ij a Romence
Paul and Pamela Ron ning
Jeanne L. Roode
Dr. Robert Roosenberg and Ulrike Berzau
Dr. Da.iTel and Carri e Rosen
Michael and Chri st ina Ros lo niec

4

Pete and Patti Rowe
Charles and Stella Royce
Lori Baas Rubarth
Maureen and Thomas Ryan
Carrie Dawn Sale
Ryan and Donalyn Sandborn - In Honor of Stan ley J. Gross
Estate of Charles and Gladys Saur
, Dorothea (Dea) Schafer
Barbara Nan Schichtel
Lynda Schipper
Otto and Pat Schlatter
Carol Schmekel
John and Judy Schneider
Donna and Gale Scholten
Rich Scholten, MT, SBB
Nancy Schoofs
Willard and Barbara Schroeder
William Schroeder
Linda D. Scott, PhD, RN
Audre Seale
Sebastian Foundation
Seidman Famil y
William and Sarah Seidman Foundation
Patricia A. Seiler
Rona ld A. and Beth L. Sendre
Mrs. David P. Sharphorn - In Memory of David P. Sharphorn
Harriet, Gaylord, Vincent and Fontaine Sheffey In Honor of Henrene K. Sheffey
John and Mrujorie Shepard
Budge and Maril yn Sherwood
Allan E. and Mrujorie R. Siefert
Valeiie PieITe Simmons
Cindy and Charley Simons
Percell and Harriet Singleton
Gary P. Skinner
Charl es and Susan Sloop
Mr. and Mrs. William Steven Smeenge
Jack and Mru·gery Smith - In Memory of Dr. F. Weston Wochholz
Mark and Debby Smith
Kenneth and Dursa Smotrilla
Spectrum Health
Elizabeth Sperry
Donald and Linda Spoelma
William and Norm a Sprague
Susan A. Spruit
Standard Federal Bank
Seth, Lisa, and Jacob Stru·ner - In Honor of Jacob Starner
Steelcase Foundation
Steelcase Inc.
Howard and Rose Stein
Robert and Deborah Sterken
Ray and Cru·ol Stevens
John , Kathleen, and Erin Stevenson
Susan A. Stoddard
James L. and Karen H. Stokes
Judy and Steve Story
John and Barb Stuckey
Summit Landscape Management, Inc.
Judy and Dave Tanis
Donald E. Tassell
Leslie E. Tassell
Robert L. Tassell
Dana J. Ten Elshof
John J. Ten Elshof
Allan and Gloria Ten Eyck
Carol Irene TenEyck
The Steve Timyan Fami ly
Mari lyn Titche
Mary A. Tobin
Gretchen Minnhaar and Dr. Luis A. Tomatis
Jane and Charles Toot
Dana and Cat-Ia Tousley
Jeffry Q. Tran
Peter M. Turner

Kathleen Ure-Bell
Teri Vaandrager-Lewan
Janet H. Vai 1
Jay and Betty Van Andel Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. VandenBerg and Mikaela
Melodee, Kurt, Alynn, Paul and Michael Vanden Bosch
Dr. Donald and Barbara VanderJagt
John S. Vanderlaan
David and Michelle Vander Meer
John and Donna Vander Meer - In Memo1y of Cru·ol Elsenbroek
John and Ann Vander Meer
John and Mary van der Veen
Dr. Dav id and Sharon VanderWall
Keith L. Vanderzee
Ri chru·d Vanderzyden
Dr. and Mrs. George F. Vande Woude
Robert and Mru·y Kay VanDriel
Gary and Ellen VanDyken
Chery l VanEss
Dr. Keith and Ma,ji Van Oosterhout
Deborah C. Vanse
Jennifer Lynn Vanzanten
Varian Medical Systems
Varnum Riddering Schmidt & Howlell LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Vaughn
Ruth Veenstra
Susan and Steven Vegter
Gru·y and Victoria Verplank
Mike and Candy VerStrat
Lynn and John P. Vinkemulder
Dianne Vosburg
Rev. Dr. B. Margaret Voss
Mitchell Walcott
Mrs. Jill Wallace
Stephanie and Mike Walmer
Patricia Walter
Maribeth and John D. Wardrop
Chru·les, Judy and Curtis Wru·ner
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
Dan and Sue Watts
Pat Way
West Michigan Janitorial
Gru·y K. and Theresa K. Westcott
Erica Westley
Weyco, Inc.
Robert and Deborah White
Chru·les and Mru·ilee Whitman
Richard I. Williams
Greg and Meg Mi ller Wi lli t
S. J. Wisinski & Company
Donald W. and Suzanne L. Wisner
Joyce S. and Thomas S. Wisner
Leslie J. and Loretta Wisner
Herny and Thressa Witte
Jennifer M. Wolters
Wol verine World Wide Inc.
Bob and Barbru·a Wood
Sue Wright
Michael Youngdahl
Max Zamarripa
Moll y Elizabeth Zeh
Paula L. Zock
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Partnership with area schools
strengthens K-12 science education
-

·•

•

by Michele Coffill

Through a collaborative effort, Grand
Valley is helping strengthen science education for K-12 students by partnering with
three area school districts and securing
1nore than $1 million in grants.
John Howarth, science curriculum
supervisor at Grand Rapids Public Schools,
said cuts in state funding for public schools
have created a necessity for partnerships
like this.
"With our budget, we' re limited in what
we can do," he said. "And without these
grants, we'd still exist, but we would be
severely hampered."
One of the grants, Middle Start II West
Michigan Network, continued through the
summer with in-services at Grand Valley 's
Allendale Campus for middle school teachers. The $200,000 grant will create
a regional middle school network and offer
professional development for participating
schools.
Below is a brief description of the other
programs:
• A Visions-Eisenhower grant will
enhance science and math education
through workshops at nine Grand
Rapids elementary schools;

Loretta Konecki, education professor
and one of the grant coordinators , said
fund s for the DREAMSS grant came from
the national No Child Left Behind initiative,
which fund s innovati ve programs if 20 percent of a school district's population falls
below the poverty line.
Howarth said the programs may have
different names and fundin g sources,
but they share a common goal: refining
effective teaching strategies . He used
the shift toward inquiry-based learning
as an example.
"Everything now at schools is done
using an inquiry-based model. Schools are
moving away from traditional teaching, or
teaching from the book," he said.
Howarth explained that in traditional
lectures, the teacher is the expert who
relays information to the student. In an
inquiry-based classroom, teachers provide
the materials and lead students through an
experiment then discuss the results .
"Teachers do the teaching after students
have had the experience," he said. "It's more
along the lines of 'this is why we did that. "'
Faculty members like Jann Joseph,
assistant biology professor, have coordinated

some in-services and classroom visits.
Joseph and colleagues from Grand Valley 's
Regional Math and Science Center have
led discussions on classroom management
and teaching for diverse learners.
"We work with individual teachers on
specific lesson plans that help meet student
needs," Joseph said.
Mary Ann Sheline, director of the
Regional Math and Science Center, said
research studies point to a teacher 's
content knowledge as the biggest factor
influencing student achievement.
"The impact of this kind of professional
development takes time for results to be
measured by current testing practices,
but we hope to see progress in student
achievement in years to come," she said.
Eventually, those involved hope that the
impact of these programs will be seen on
paper through higher state assessment scores.
"In the long-term, the evaluation will be
better MEAP scores," Konecki said. "But
that will be hard to judge. If a secondgrade teacher is involved in the program ,
the students she has now won't be given
MEAP tests until they're in the fifth grade."

• The Urban Teacher Academy involves
five GRPS schools and Bowen
Elementary in Kentwood. More than
$200,000 was earmarked to develop
teacher leaders and mentors in elementary science.
Linked with the Teacher Academy is
a new cross-cultural student teaching
program. Education students can begin
their student teaching in south Florida
next year, thanks to a $497,000 grant
from the U.S . Department of Education.
• DREAMSS (Developing Reflecting
Explaining Achieving in Middle School
Science) is a professional development
program for Northeast and Burton middle schools in Grand Rapids and Steele
Middle School in Muskegon.
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Biology profe sso r Ja nn Joseph leads an in -servi ce for midd le sc hoo l teachers at the
Allendale Campus. The School of Education, Science and Mathematics Division and Regional
Math and Science Center have formed a partnership with area K-12 schoo ls to improve
science education.

I
Karen Mulvahill

•••

Grand Vall ey alumna Karen Mulvahill is a Renaissance
woman in the Renaissance City. Th is 1976 Thomas Jefferson
College graduate is corporate director of marketing for Comerica
Bank in Detroit. In that position, she's best known for helping bring

' Comerica Park name to the Tigers baseball stadium. Outside of
the
work, she's a poet. But Brian J. Bow e -

as she told Grand Valley Magazine's

those w orlds are com ing closer together.

GVM: It has been six years since the
partnership between the bank and the
Detroit Tigers was announced, and now the
ballpark is in its third season. How has the
partnership benefited the bank? Do you
consider it a success?
Mulvahill: Absolutely. We absolutely
couldn ' t have predicted the amount of free
publicity we've received. We thought it
would be a good deal. We went through a
lot of trouble to try to quantify how much
we thought we 'd get from it.
What we fo und was we way underestimated the PR value. There are things that I
didn't think about, Like signs on the freeway. The name has just started to roll off of
everyone's tongue now, like, "So and so hit
a home run at Comerica." Half the time
people don't even say "Park" anymore. It is
just really amazing how well that has been
adapted by everyone.
GVM: Have you found that with these
partnershi ps - paiticularly with Comerica
Park - people think of Comerica Bank as
a homegrown Detroit business?
Mulvahill: Yes, I think that has served
to really make the point and our signs
emphasize it. The signs at the Park say
"Hometown Bank" prominently. We did a
lot of things with Ernie Harwell. We have
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done some things with Al Katine. Those are
our hometown people.

GVM: Which sort of begs the question,
the Tigers aren't doing as well as fans
hoped. Does that impact your joint
marketing strategies?
Mulvahill: We have a 30-yeai· deal, so
we know there are going to be peaks and
valleys. We would have liked a peak to be
at the beginning. We wish there were more
people there, but on the other hand, they
still sell out occasionally.
I don 't know as much about baseball as I
probably should, but I believe that they will
get better. And the exciting thing this yeai·
was (hiring Tiger legend and current manager Alan) Trammell. That just takes some
time to build.
GVM: Do you enjoy going to the park?
Mulvahill: Yeah, it is really a wonde1fol
experience. I love the way you can see the
city. You know you ai·e in an urban environment. You can see the field if you ai·e
going out to get refreshments. I feel really
comfo1table there.
GVM: Comerica, Compuwai·e, Ford
Field and GM are all touted as symbols of a
reviving, resurgent Detro it. People have

heai·d Detroit's revival talk for a long time.
Do you think this time it is for real?
Mulvahill: Actually, I really, really do. I
would have to say that before Comerica
Park I was somebody who thought, "Well,
it's too bad it's not going to happen in my
life time as a worker in Detroit."
I am on the boards of Detroit Downtown
Inc. and New Center Council; these are two
very strong regional associations that are
promoting development and beautification.
So I think when we see that additional
effort, it's really going to bring a visible
difference to the experience of going
downtown.

GVM: You are quite involved in community organizations. Is there a tlu·ead
among all of these organizations you are
involved in?
Mulvahill: Right now I am spread
between civic groups, the ai-rs, and a
women's shelter, Lighthouse Path. I wi ll
chair that board next yeai·. That one is
probably the dearest to my heait because
these ai·e clients we help change their lives
in less than two years.
A woman who is either a victim of
domestic violence or a former drug abuser
comes into this program. Typically they
have children. Within two years, they get

job training and the kids can go to the
Montessori school that the program has.
When they graduate, they have a job, a car
and a place to li ve. So, we see clients come
in and out, and it's really rewarding.
Civic organizations are a big part of
Comerica's commitment to the communities
that we operate in . We really do believe in
giving back and that a healthy community is
going to be a healthy business environment.

GVM: You write poetry and are very
active in writing groups like the Writer 's
Voice. How did you get started in that?
Mulvahill: I went to the Omega
Institute for a workshop. And then when I
came back, I really wanted a way to keep
this going, so I went to Cranbrook. I was in
a workshop with a woman, Mary Ann
Wehler, who's very involved in Writer's
:.Voice. She kind of took me under her wing
and started getting me to some of the
Writer's Voice activities.
Then I got involved with Terry
Blackhawk. Terry was a teacher in the
Detroit schools and she's now running a
non-profit called Inside Out. I got involved
with her organization and now I'm on the
advisory board. She brings poets into
Detroit schools and Inside Out pays them to
teach the kids about writing poetry. It's
amazing.

These are kids who may have never been
asked about their feelings before - much
less to express them on paper and in a creative way. The things they write about are
sometimes really disturbing - to think that
children have experiences like some of the
kids write about. At the end of the class
they produce a book.

GVM: You started writing poetry about
LO years ago after not writing for a while. Is
that something you did a lot while you were

in college?
Mulvahill: Yes. At Grand Valley
specifically, I had several writing classes
and studied with Marge Piercy, who is a
well-known writer and novelist and
wonderfu l person.
In most poetry classes you have to read
your stuff in front of the whole class and
they tell you what they think. And as nice as
they can be, it's still pretty personal stuff. I
remember how nervous I was - I'm sure
my hands were just shaking. It was a wonderful class. It was a wonderful experience,
and it really got me interested. And then I
had a journal wtiting class with Judith
Minty. I also took some standard literature
classes with Gil Davis. That was TJC.
Those classes were so small and intimate
that it was really a wonde1ful learning
experience.

GVM: You hear such wonderful things
about TJC.
Mulvahill: It was such a special place.
The other students often made fun of us.
They didn't understand.
One of the main reasons I chose TJC
was that I didn ' t know what I wanted to be
when I grew up. And we didn't have to pick
a major and go through some program to
pass. So, I took art, reading, literature,
philosophy and a few standard classes, not

too many. And would I have ever predicted
that I would be a businessperson? No. But I
think that the background I had was pe1fect
for marketing. I did take some post-graduate
classes in business and marketing. I am very
happy with the education that I had.

GVM: How important is the creative
outlet in your life at this point?
Mulvahill: It is becoming more and
more important. The challenge is time. It's
just a constant struggle to find the time, but

it is an important part of who I am. I
realized that since I got back to it some 10
years ago, that the quality of my life has
vastly improved - both in terms of my
enjoyment from the process of writing and
finding the pe1fect words for the right spot.
It is just that whole process, your whole
brain is somewhere else. It's meditative, it's
really a lot different from the way I think or
what I do here.

GVM: Do those two parts of your life
relate to each other?
Mulvahill : Honestly, at one time in my
life I thought there was a poet Karen, and
then there was a businessperson Karen, and
that these were pretty separate tracks. As I
get older, I have been more comfortable. I
bad a friend tell me, "Both of those parts
are you, so they do go together."
Comerica has sponsored "Lit Fest on the
Lawn" with the Writer's Voice as part of
Detroit's Festival of the Arts. It was lacking
a literary component. So M.L. Liebler, who
is the head of the Writer's Voice,
approached me and talked about what we
could do there. He had this concept of
having a place for poets to read their poetry
during this arts festival. Every year we get
more and more people in our tent; last year
was amazing, a lot of people.

GVM: Any final thoughts?
Mulvahill: I guess if I had a message to
deliver, it would be that it's OK not to know
exactly what you want to do with the rest of
your life when you are in college. There is
so much pressure tl1ese days - it seems
more than when I went to college. People
want to know what track they are on pretty
early.
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For the men who laid Grand Valley's football
foundation, the thrill of victory was just a dream.
- by Gordon Seid
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verconfidence wasn ' t a concern, and
there was no ri sk of snapping a
winning streak. That was the upside fo r
Grand Valley's footb all pioneers - men
whose bi g dreams of athletic prowes
encountered huge obstacles when they
came to Allendale in the earl y '70s.
T he downside? Well, for starters, the
program was unappreciated and, to many
on campus, unwanted.
·
"If some of the fac ulty members in the
hu maniti es di vision have their way, we will
never become in volved in this sport," said
James Zumberge, Gra nd Valley 's first
president.
Today, it's more than obvious those
professors didn ' t have their way. Grand
Valley has football in a big way - the
Lakers are defending NCAA Di vision II
natio nal champions and have wo n more
than 30 stra ight regular season games.
But for players on Grand Va lley 's first
two va rsity teams, even the wildest of
dreams wouldn ' t have included the
possibility of that kind of glory. The men
who played durin g 197 1 and '72 went 0-1 3.

First down
First steps toward establishing a program
were taken in 1970, but competition that
year was against non- varsity teams and not
considered the official start of Grand Valley
football.
T hat fa ll Robert "Rip" Collins, veteran
coach at Gra nd Rapids' Ottawa Hill s High
Schoo l, became the Lakers' first mentor
with Ja mes Scott and Riley Swinehart
completing the coaching staff.

Dorie Blair tries to jump over an Alma College tackler. Also pictured is Dan Warren (No. 25).

Scott, now a Grand Valley associate
professor of movement science, remembered
the I 970 season as a bit of an afterthought.
He said that Athletic Director Charles
Irwin "just call ed around to see if he could
get some games" and lined up six contests .
The second of those six games was the
season's most memorable - not fo r its
outcome, but rather the setting. That day
the Lakers tra veled to Ionia to play
prisoners at the Mi chigan Reform atory.
Running bac k John Mahan sa id he will
never forget the prison's pl aying field .
"It was pretty much dirt, with a few
pi eces of glass and a manhole cover at the

30-yard line," Mahan said.
A fence surrounding the fi eld kept nonco mpeting inmates within watching, but
not touching, di stance. Though Grand
Valley lost the game, there was a bri ght
side. The Lakers recruited some pri soners
for their own team a yea r later. Scott said
that Grand Valley had a program call ed
" Project Make It," intended to help
disadvantaged people, including model
prisoners, obtain a college educatio n.
So a few Ioni a inmates came to
Allendale, but they didn ' t all " make it."
Dorie Bl air, a Laker foo tball player in the
early '70s and later an employee at the

Son ny Atkin son catches a pass during a game against Kalamazoo College in 1971. (Opposite page) Running back John Mahan eludes Alma
Coll ege defenders.
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Halfback David Brumfield carries the ball during a game at Alma College.

"Even against insurmountable
odds against winning, the guys
who were out there remained
committed to the game"
-

Kerry Rasikas, quarterback

Kent County Sheriff's Department, said
one of the new recruits was a prime suspect
after a holdup nem· campu s and now is back
in pri son , serving a life sentence for murder.
On the football field , however, Collins
made sure the Ioni a players, like the rest,
toed the mark. He had a no-nonsense
approach to playing football and that, Scott
said , was one of the reasons Irwin tabbed
him for the job.
"There were concerns on coll ege
campu ses in those days about discipline
and who was in charge. Those were the
days when peopl e were taking over the
presidents' offi ces and protesting and all
that," Scott said .
Mahan also testi fied to the coach's
toughness. He recalled a game in which the
opponents, despite hol di ng a huge lead,
kept hitting late.
"We ran a sweep toward our sideline
and, when I was tackled, the linebacker
came in late and spem·ed me," Mahan said .
"Coach Co llins was furi ous and came on
the field, grabbed the linebacker and
cornerback by the fa ce mask, pull ed them
up, and gave them a shake. He called us to
the sidelines and walked to the middle of
the fi eld, motioning to the offi cials, and
Collins just ripped into them. We finished
the game with no more late hits."
Collins' tough-as- nails approach wasn' t
enough to make Gra nd Valley an instant
football power. In that non-varsity 1970
season , the Lakers went 1-6.

Second down

Dorie Blair tries to gain yardage against Alma College. Blair was a member of the winless
Laker 1971 and '72 teams.
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In ' 71 and '72, when games counted,
Collins and his players never tas ted victory.
It wasn't easy to take.
Quarterback Al Dood said: "I try to
forget the losses. We weren' t used to losing
when I was in high school and it was hard
to take in coll ege, whether we we re just
starting the program or not. But just the
same, I'd most likely do it again regm·dless of hav ing teeth kicked out, a hip
pointer, knee surgery and an asso rtment of
Sunday morning aches and pains."
Dood was the quarterback for Gra nd
Valley's first varsity contest when 4,000
fa ns turned out at Houseman Field in
Gra nd Rapids on Septe mber 4, 197 l, to see
the Lakers pl ay Grand Rapids Junior
College.
The game was a coaching reunion of
sorts. Collins and Raider coach Gordie
Hunsberger had coached together at Ottawa
Hills High School for several years. Before
the game, Grand Rapids Press sportswriter
Vern Plagenhoef predi cted tough going for
the Lakers and wrote, "One can onl y
imagine the licks Grand Valley will incur,

4

not on ly Saturday but in the weeks ahead."
Irwin , however, saw a silver lining.
"Su re, we're going to get kicked around for
a coupl e years, but then we' ll do some
kicking around," he told the Press. "We' ve
got to crawl before we can walk."
When the game started , JC scored three
times before Grand Valley 's hi storic first
touchdown when fullback Jordan Bosma
ran in from the 1-yard line with 9:35 left in
the half. But that was the only Laker score,
and the Raiders, nationally ra nked amo ng
two-year schools, wen t on to win , 47-7.
A week later Mahan rushed fo r 157
yards against Kalamazoo College, but it
was n' t enough and the Hornets topped
Grand Valley, 42-7.
The third game of the season was
another best remembered for its setting
rather than the outcome. That day the
, Lakers in vaded Soldi er Field, ho me of the
Chicago Bears, for a game with Illin oi sChicago Circle. The Chikas won , 27-7 .
The next three weeks brought more of
the same, only worse. Grand Valley lost to
Alm a, 3 l-0 ; to Ferri s, 57-0; and to Find lay,
70-6 . The final game in '7 1 was at Hope
College, and linebacker Mark Puff
remembered that he and hi s teammates
were reall y pumped up for the game.
"We were at the end of a long season
and were actuall y excited and positive," he
sai d. "Unfortunately, on the opening
kickoff our returner got confused, stepped
back into the end zo ne, and took a knee for
a safety. "
From there, things got worse and the
Dutchmen wo n, 64-0 .
After that 0-6 season, Co llins apparently
decided that if you can' t beat ' em, get ' em
to joi n mi ght be a good approach. He
recruited nine players from GRJC. One was
Paul Griffeth, a co-captain with Mahan the
next year.
"We joined some talented individuals,"
Griffeth said, "but there were still two
glaring problems - not enough talent
returning and not knowing ho w to win ."

Third down
At the start of the ' 72 season, Grand
Valley traveled to Ka lamazoo and
dominated statistically, outgaining the
Hornets 352 to 276 yards. But the Hornets
won, 24- l4. Three games that season were
shutouts: Ferris, 42-0; Alma, 53-0 ; and
Manchester, 2 1-0. In the final game of the
season Grand Valley managed to lead at
halftime for the first time, but still lost to
GRJC, 2 1- 11 .
After 11 games on the road, the Lakers
fi nall y played their first home game as the
l 972 season neared an e nd. On October 2 1

Laker head coach Rip Collins watches his team from the sidelines. Pictured next to Collins
(with headset on) is James Scott, now a GVSU associate professor of movement science,
and Joe Smith (No. 73).

they entertained Find lay at their new fi eld
(now Lubbers Stad ium). Its prescripti on
turf, des igned to withstand ex treme weather
conditions, held up well and withstood a
severe battering during a steady downpour.
But Findlay threw a wet b] anket on the
home debut with a 38-6 victory.
Quarterback Kerry Rasikas, a lefthander who saw considerable action in
1972, was back for a trip to Findlay a year
later when the Oilers, looki ng for a soft
to uch, scheduled Grand Valley as their
homecoming foe.
"They thought they had a homecoming
victory in the bank before we even showed
up," Rasikas said. "But we kicked their
butts, a bazillion to zero."
The score was actuall y 52-26 .

Fourth and goal
In 1973 , under new coach Jim Harkema,
Grand Valley opened with its first gridiron
victory, a 27- 14 decision over Kalamazoo,
and closed with an impress ive record of 63. But the earl y Lakers never gave up and ,
despite the fact that man y of them didn ' t
experience a victory at Gra nd Vall ey, they
]aid the foundation for what has become a
remarkable footba ll tradition .
"Even against insurmountable odds
against winning, the g uys who were out
there remai.ned committed to the game,"
Ras ikas said.

Puff, who experienced wins during the
' 71 and '72 seasons, later coached a high
school team that was down 40 points at
halftime. When he boarded the bus to talk
to hi s players, they were shouting
accusations at one another. He to ld them
they needed to respect one another and
emphasized hi s own respect for Grand
Valley teammates during the years when
nothing seemed to go right.
"Yes, I did tell them how poor our
results were," he said . "And , you know,
[the high schoo l] never had that kind of
thing happen again ."
Puff and hi s teammates remain proud
of the fou ndation they laid for Grand
Valley footbal L
"What an incredib le feel ing it was
when the team took home the national
cham pionship last year," said Larry
Shattuck, a Laker tight end from l 970-72.
"It was n' t the final chapter of the story, but
a mi lestone in a legacy that began with my
teams and days on the fie ld.
"It's the stuff character is built from getting up after being knocked down over
and over aga in, knowing that one day we
wou ld be something special."
- Kent Fishe1; '91, contributed to rhis
article.
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Lakers who logon to Grand Valley 's new Alumni
Relations Web site will be able to register for special
events, update personal information and view an
enhanced calendar of events.
Director of Alumni Relations Chri s Barbee, ' 88 ,
said the revamped Web site (www.gvs u.edu/alumni)
has more information to help keep alumni association
members, and others, updated on alumni news and
campus events.
"This new Web site is a big plus for the Alumni
Association and its members." he said. "We hope
alumni will visit the site frequently to stay informed
about volunteer activities and other events . Alumni
are also encouraged to use the site to help us keep
our database updated."
The Web site was created by Grand
Se p-20
Valley 's Insti tutional Marketing
department. Web team staff members
Se p-20 Cook-DeVos Center for
Health Sciences -Alumni ,
were also responsible fo r revamping
Student, and Community
Open House
GVSU's home page.
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Showcase at the Club-CD/
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Book Signing

List All Events ..

Features include:
• An expanded locator section,
"Stay Connected," that accurately
maintains records of Grand Valley
graduates. Alums can electronically
submit address changes and new
information about their careers.
families, and education.
• Alumni event photos.
• Updated calendar of events.
• Alumni House and Visitor Center
section that includes interior and
exterior photos. information on how
to reserve its rooms and online
reservation capabilities.
• FAQ section.
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Winners of Service Awards
honored during Homecoming game

~

.,

Two dedicated alumnae were honored
during Homecoming activities fo r their
commitment to Grand Valley service
projects.
Cari Draft Elliott, '8 8, and Kathleen
Loveland, '83 , were named winners of the
2003 GVSU Alumni Service Awards .
President Mark A. Murray recogni zed them
during halftime of the October 4 football
game against Michigan Tech. They were
also recogni zed at the annual Service
Awards Dinner earlier that day.
, Draft Elliott served two term s as a
member of the Alumni Advi sory Board

and has supported GVSU alumni programs
through her work as a graphic designer and
public relations practitioner. She also
served as facil itator during an employment
presentation for the "GVSU Alumni
Strategies for the ' 90s" series and was a
key cabinet member for the capital
campaign to build the Alumni Hou se.
Love land served two terms on the
Alumni Advisory Board, devoting time
to service projects on campus and in her
hometown of Muskegon. She was on the
Alumni Hou se capital campaign committee
and has pl ayed a major role in the success

Cari Draft Elliot

Kathleen Loveland

of GVSU alumni golf events throu ghout
the years. She was a moderator for a
presentation on care of aging parents
for the Alumni Strategies series.

... -------------------------

Bringing 'base ball' to West Michigan
Alumna organizes vintage baseball team
There are no balls and strikes, but there
are cranks and cheers of "hu zzah."
Grand Valley alumna Helen DeGeatano,
'77, has helped her West Michigan community take a pleasant step back to days
of the gentlemanly sport of "base ball."
DeGeatano, who earned a bachelor's
degree in criminal justice, said she attended
an old fashio ned "base ball" game near her
Douglas home and was fascinated.
"I could envision this game being played
at an old field near my home," she said.
"There were rumors that old Berry Field
was going to become a parking lot. I was
concerned that baseball would become onl y
a memory in Douglas."
Last December, DeGeatano started to
organi ze a team. Interest was not high at
first, but by the beginning of the 2003
season, she enlisted 15 players fo r the
Douglas Dutchers. With a 9-0 record, the
team was one of the most prominent in the
Michigan Vintage Base Ball Association,
said DeGeatano, who serves as the team 's
seamstress, concess ionnaire and director
of public relations.
"When I started this club I was a novice
concerning vintage base ball , and am still
learning," she said. "My guys pl ay without
gloves and they play hard to give the
'cranks' [fans] a lot to cheer about, to make
them cry ' huzzah! "'

Helen DeGeatano, '77, stands with Douglas Dutcher Chris Roerig, left, and Rochester
Grangers manager Patrick McKay at the Silas K. Pierce Base Ball tournament in Grand
Rapids. DeGeatano is the founder of the vintage base ball team in Doug las.

In this version of the game, there are no
strikes or ball s, no spitting, swearing, sliding,
bunting or betting. It is a gentleman's game.
The "striker," or batter, is called out when
a fi elder cathes a ball in the air or on one
bounce. Pitches from the hurler are tossed
underhanded.

The Dutchers won a tournament in Grand
Rapids in earl y July, beating the Midland
Mighty Riverhogs, Ludington Mariners,
House of David Echoes of Benton Harbor,
and Greenfield Village Lah-De-Dabs.
DeGeatano said anyo ne interested in
participating or helping can contact her
at P.O. Box 885, Douglas, MI, 49406.
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Happy Birthday!.
Alumni House turns 3

r

Si nce its dedication three years ago, the
Alu mni House and Visitor Center has been
the setting for more than 500 special
events, including meetings, conferences,
memorial services , weddings, honors
ceremonies and other celebrations .
The Alumni Relations department moved
into the new building on June 20, 2000. It
was dedicated by President Emeritus Arend
D. Lubbers during Homecoming festivities
that year.
The Alumni House is available to
members of the GVSU community fo r
special events. For more information
contact Alumni Relations at 6 16-33 1-3590,
toll-free 1-800-558-054 1, or view the Web
site at www.gvs u.edu/alumni .

The Alumni House and Visitor Center has hosted more than 500 events since it opened .

... ------------------------Alumni Association members volunteer
during move-in, CHS open house
Members of Grand Valley 's Alumni
Association rolled up their sleeves and
carried boxes during move-in week on
campus in August.
Alumni members helped students move
into the Frey and Niemeyer living centers
on the Allendale Campus. Aside from
li fti ng boxes and suitcases, the volunteers
provided a warm, personal welcome to
students and members of their fa milies.
Director of Alumni Relations Chris
Barbee, ' 88, said this was the first time
associatio n members joined facu lty
and staff to volunteer their time during
mo ve- in week.
Association board members were also
avail able on September 20 to welcome
Grand Valley alumni and members of the
community to an open house at the new
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences.
Donning GVSU lab coats, alumni
vo lunteers greeted guests and directed
them to build ing tours.
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Alumni movers, left to right, Kent Fisher, '91 ,
Sa rah Oomen, '97, and Christy Holt, '85, help
students move into living centers prior to
the start of fa ll classes.

At left, Steven Nicolet, '9 5, and Jeff Eckstrom,
'79, carry luggage for new students.

I
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Alumni travel program
2004 Al'umni Travel Program jets to China, London, Italy
From China to Scandinavia, the ~004 Alum ni Travel Program
jets to five locati ons beginning in February.

Departures are planned for the following locations:
•
•
•
•
•

Rome, February and March
Chin a, spring and summer
Scandinav ia, spring
London, summer and fa ll
Italian Lake District and Switzerland, fa ll.

A variety of trips, including the popular "Alumni Campus
Abroad ," provide an educational experience in a special
environment conduci ve to learnin g, recreation and fe llowship.
Locations inc lude Provence, Italy and Ireland.
Info rmation on dates and cost of packages through Global
Holidays, Inc., and Alumni Ho li days International will be mailed
to alumni homes soon. Details are also available by ca lling
Alumni Relatio ns toll-free at l -800-558-0541.

------------------------

Participants in the Alumni Travel Program will tour Italy next fall.

... ------------------------

Football alumni tee up
Intermittent rain didn ' t get in the way of 152 GVSU Football
Alumni Association members who played in their annual golf
outing at The Meadows on June 28.
Grand Valley President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers and his group
(John Lubbers, '80,
Laker Hall of Farner "The funds we are able to raise
through this event go directly to
Jamie Hosford, '77,
support the GVSU football team
and Scott Hosford)
and speak volumes of our support."
won a tiebreaker
and the scramble
Rick Cunningham
trophy by shooting
Football Alumni Association president
58, 14-under par.

"Our golf outing is a great form of entertainment and provides
low key and fun co mpetition between so me great competitors,"
said Ri ck Cunningham, '82, Football Alumn i Association
president. "The fund s we are ab le to rai se through thi s event
go directly to support the GVSU footba ll team and speak vol umes
of our support. Every person to suit up has laid the groundwork
fo r today's success and we' re very proud to say we're a part of
thi s program."
Next year's outing is scheduled for June 12.

Calendar 2003-04
November 22
"Shop 'Ti! You Drop" Chicago bus trip*
A one-day Windy City getaway! $40
per person.

December 6
Commencement, Van Ande l Arena, Grand
Rapids

Apri l 23
Alumni Awards Dinner,
Alumni House and Visitor Center

2004

December 5
Alumni Awards Dinner, Alumni House
and Visitor Center

January 17
Alumni Association Board of Directors
meeting, Alumni House and Vi sitor Center
(Tentative)

Apri l 24
Commencement, Van Andel Arena, Grand
Rapids

f,

i

* For more information on the· bus trip or other Alumni Travel Program destinations, contact Kim Schmidt, '88 and '00, at
Alumni Relations at 616-33"1 -3592, toll-free 1-800-558-0541, or via e-mail at schmidtk@gvsu.edu . _
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Pictured is the new "de Luisterplaats"
garden, dedicated to Grand Valley music
professor Julianne Vanden Wyngaard in
April 2003. Perennial flowers were planted
after the opening of "The Li stening Place,"
near the Allendale Campus' Performing
Arts Center.

Careers

1970s
Paul Reinhart, B.Ph., 1971, was named director
of the Medical Services Administration at the
Department of Community Health in April 2003.

Ann Michael, B.Ph., 1979, ea rned a master 's of
fine arts in writing from Goddard College in
Vermont. She is teaching at DeSales University and
will present a poetry workshop at the University of
Pennsylvania's UPenn Writers Conference.

1980s

Jean Robart, B.A., 1971, works at the University
of Kansas and was recently elected to KU's
Classified Senate, which represents the university 's
classified employees.

F. Michael Terry, M.Ed., 1980, has retired from
Grandville Public Schools after 37 years as an
educator in that di strict.

David Aussicker, Ph.D., B.Ph., 1972, is vice

from the Michigan Home Health Association for
outstanding service in Certified Hospice Care for
2003.

president of the St. Joseph Health System
Foundation. St. Joseph is part of Ascension Health,
the largest non-profit health care organization in the
nation. He was previously on the faculty of Old
Dominion, Tulane and American uni versities.

Suejean (Sittser) Kienke, B.A., 1972, is an artist,
English teacher and watercolorist. Her watercolor
paintings are featured at the Dreese Fine Arts
Gallery of Spring Lake and the Rugs to Riches
Gallery in Alexandria, Virginia.

Robert Upham, B.A., 1972, is completing his
l 8th year of public employment in a sheltered
workshop instruction program. He is also
completing his ninth year as local treasurer of
Weaver Workshop and Support Association. Upham
and his family live in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.

Brian Laarman, B.S., 1981, received an award

Gregory Baker, B.B.A., 1983, was selected by
the Bureau of Alcohol , Tobacco, and Firearms to
open a new office in St. Croix , U.S. Virgin Islands.
Baker has been with the ATF for 20 years and
currently serves as tactical operations officer for
the Louisville Field Division.

Kevin Griffith, B.A., 1986, was honored with
the Isabelle and Homer Cotterman Award for
outstanding service to students. Griffith is an
associate professor of English at Capital University
in Columbus, Ohio.

Christine Burkhardt-Messner, B.B.A., 1988,

Kay (Schimmehnan) Robart, B.A., 1973, a writer

received a master 's degree in elementary education
from Wayne State University and is a sixth-grade
teacher at Douglas Elementary in Garden City.

with Forgent Networks, has been named an associate
fellow of the Society for Technical Communication.

Scott Wagasky, M.B.A., 1988, has joined AMES

Robert Wierenga, B.S., 1973, has been
appointed administrator of the Language Academy
Charter School (a bilingual public charter school)
in New Port Richey, Florida.

Donald Jansma, B.B.A., 1974, and M.B.A.,
1976, is a financial adviser for Edward Jones
Investments at Knapp 's Corner in Grand Rapids.

William Stage, B.Ph., 1976, recently published
a book of 62 short stories, Have a Weird Da y:
ReJlecrions on rhe Sr. Louis Experience. Stage is
also the author of Ghosr Signs: Brick Wall Signs in
America; Mound City Chronicles: and Lirch{ield: A
Strange and Tivisred Saga of Murder in rhe
Midwesr.
Brian Chisholm, B.B.A., 1978, has bee n named
president of the Mercantile Bank of West Michigan
Mortgage Co mpany in Grand Rapids.

Investment Counsel LLC in Grand Rapids as
director of busin ess development.

1990s
Brian Eichenberg, B.S., 1990, is a board certified

vacation property management company in
Gaylord, Great Northern Rentals.

Brenda Atkinson, B.S., 1995, and M.P.A., 1998,
retired from the State of Michigan in October 2002,
after 28 years of service. She is now a substitute
teacher for Muskegon area schools. Atkinson is also
serving a three-year term on the Foster Care
Review Board in Muskegon County.

Joel Baar, B.S., 1995, is an attorney with Visser
and Bolhouse in Grandville. Baar previously
practiced in Lansing with Foster, Swift, Collins
and Smith.

Rebecca (Bennett) Caterino, B.B.A., 1995,
received a secondary teaching certificate in 1997
from Aquinas College and is a teacher at Rockford
Public Schools.

Raquel (Aldrich) Hildebrand, B.S., 1995, is a
human resource management system analyst at
Tower Automotive in Grand Rapids.

Michael Losey, B.S., 1995, is the Dialysis
Outcomes and Practice Patterns Study project
manager at University Renal Research and
Education Association in Ann Arbor. The DOPPS is
an on-going observational study of kidney dialysis
patients in 12 countries.
Terri Wood Bruininks, B.S., 1995, earned a
master's of social work degree from Western
Michigan University in April 2003. She is an
independent counselor in the Kalamazoo area.

Pamela Besteman, B.S., 1996, was named head
women's rowing coach at Eastern Michigan
University.

U.S. National Rowing Team coaching staff.

Tina Dee, B.A., 1991, and M.S., 1999, has
joined the Humane Society of Kent County as
development and marketing director.

Edwin Darrell, B.B.A., 1996, and M.Ed., 1998,

Gregory Pawlak, B.B.A., 1991, is an electronics

Bernie Seals, B.S., 1996, has joined GoldLeaf

buyer for Visteon in Dearborn. Pawlak has been
e mployed by Visteon since his honorable discharge
from the U.S. Navy in 2000.

Janet Waterstradt, B.S., 1991, is a media

executi ve director of the South Haven Visitors

Catherine Carson, B.S., 1992, earned a master ' s

34 I Fall 2003

Pamela (Savage) Quinn, B.A., 1994, opened a

Gregg Hartsuff, B.S., 1990, was named to the

production specialist with the State of Michigan
Family Independence Agency.

Donald Linebaugh, B.S., 1979, received tenure
and was promoted to assoc iate professor of
anthro pology al the Univers ity of Kentucky. He is
the director of the Program for Archaeo log ica l
Resea rch and an Hi storic Preservation faculty
member.

Rusty Merchant, B.S., 1994, has joined McAlvey
and Associates, a Lansing based multi -client
lobbying firm. Merchant will manage the new
Grand Rapids office.

plastic surgeon in southern California.

Bruce Barker, M.B.A., 1979, was named
Bureau.

Mike Rosloniec, '99, his wife, Christina,
and daughter, Anna, enjoy a West
Michigan Whitecaps game during the
Alumni Association outing at Fifth Third
Ballpark on July 23. More than 80 alums
and friend s participated.

degree in higher adult and lifelong education from
Michigan State University.

Kristoffer Gair, B.A., 1993, DVD and music
ed itor for Modamag.co111 , is publishing hi s first
novel, A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To My
Sexual Orientarion, under the pseudonym Kage Alan.

is a spec ial plans liaison for Met Life in Tampa,
Florida.
Mortgage as a loan originator.

David Taylor, B.B.A., 1996, is the regional sales
manager for Lanner Group, selling simulation and
business process modeling software and services to
automotive, heavy truck and commercial farm
equipment firms.

Aaron Rohen, B.B.A., 1997, is an account
executive with New Equipment Leasing Inc. of
Grand Rapids.
Mark Malleis, B.A., 1998, is a customer support
specialist in information technology at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids.

'
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Diane Paton, '67, laughs with Whitecaps
mascot Crash during the Alumni
Association outing.

Tony Miller, B.B.A., 1998, and M.B .A., 2002,
has joined th e Kent County Hea lth Department as a
seni or finan cial analyst.
Kalyn Red lo1Vsk, B.8.A., 1998, has join ed the
J(alamazoo office of the law firm Mill er, Canfi eld,
Paddock and Stone PLC as an assoc iate in the labor
and emp loyme nt law group.
Jaisun Hanson, B.S., 1999, is a Marine Corps
captain currentl y assigned to Combined Joint Task
Force - Horn of Africa.
Jason LaPres, B.S., 1999, and M.H.S ., 2001,
accepted a pos iti on at North Harris College in
Houston as assistant professor of biology.
Kenneth Serrell, M.8.A., 1999, is an adj unct
professo r in computer information systems at
Davenport Un iversity in Grand Rapids.
Megan Waterbury, B.S., 1999, was named
ass istant coach of the wome n's basketball team at
Northeastern Uni vers ity in Boston.
Amy Wolf, B.S., 1999, has joined Stampers
Federal Cred it Uni on in Wyom in g as direc tor of
marketing and business deve lop ment.

2000s
Corey Bayes, 8.S., 2000, and M.Ed., 2003, has
joined Savannah Co llege of Art and Design in
Savannah , Georgia, as a res ident director.

Alu mni Association board member Melissa
Klein, '97, her husband Davi d and daughter
Raya are pictured at a ta ilgate party before
the football game against Ferris State on
September 13.

Stanley Weckwerth, B.B.A., 1994, and Lav ila
Richardson on October 19, 2002.
Rebecca Bennett, 8.8.A., 1995, and Anthony
Cateri no on Ju ly 17, I 999.
Michael Smith, B.S., 1996, and Ke ll y Shaw on
January 4, 2003.
Michelle Hulls, B.S., 1998, and Scott Herron,
B.S., 1998, on June 27, 2003.
Sara Tilli, 8 .S., 1998, and Matthew Ticlrow on
May 3 1, 2003.
Melanie Uhl, B.A., 1998, and Samuel Ziemba on
June 29, 2002.
Angeline Adams, B.A., 1999, and Aaron Dea n on
April 8, 2003.
Dulcie Heath, B.S., 1999, and M.S.W., 2002,
and Michael Yancharas, B.S ., 2000, and
M.B.A., 2002, on June 28, 2003.
Erika Kalis, B.S, 1999, and M.S ., 2002, and
Mi chael Page on Jul y 20, 2002.
Joy Minnema, 8.8.A. , 1999, and Bret Cottrell on
May 17, 2003.
Jill Walton, B.S ., 1999, and Eric Pelak on Jul y
19, 2003.

2000s

Kevin Bradley, B.A., 2000, is a poli ce officer at
th e Hill sda le Coun ty Sheriff's Department.

Daniel Barrickloll', B.S., 2000, and Kimberly
Cutter on Apri l 26, 2003.

Victor Cardenas, B.A., 2000, has accepted a
position in studen t affairs at Mi ami Un iversity
in Ohi o.

Deanna Matchinske, B.S., 2000, and Jeremy
Loebach on May 2 1, 2003.

Steven Gingrich, B.B.A. , 2001, is the marketing
coordinator for Grabber Performance Group in
Gra nd Rapids.
Matthell' Miller, B.S., 2001, is a substance abuse
coun selor at Baldw in Famil y Hea lth Care.
,Jeffrey Versluis, B.B.A., 2001, was hired as an
exec utive rec ruiter with Evan Thomas Associates in
Tampa, Florida.

M arriages

1980s
Lisa By l, B.S., 1987, and Scott Wagasky,
M.B.A., 1988, on December 24, 2001 .
Annette Farmer, B.S., 1988, and Robert
Thom11son, B.S., 1987, on Apri l 10, 2003.

1990s
Anita Tuinstra, B.S., 1993, and Chase Li ckteig
on June I, 2002.

Canie Parsons, 8.S., 2000, and Christopher
Jensen on September 2 1, 2002.
Haylee Ruckle, B.S. 2000, and Andrei\' A11ol,
B.S., 2003, on June 14, 2003.
Stephanie Davis, B.A. , 2001 , and Ian Scott on
November 23. 2002.
Kimberly Sa1Vtell, B.B.A., 2001, and Gregory
Mair on Ju ly 27.
.James S1Vanson, B.S., 2001 , and Victoria Felt on
December 28, 2002.
Andrea Brock, 8.S., 2002, and Eric Thayer,
B.S., 1999, on October 5, 2002.

Births

1980s
A daughter, Ell a Sondra, on Dece mber 3, 2002, to
T homas Jerdon, 8.8.A., 1986, and his wife Jod i.
The fa mil y li ves in Dowag iac.

A so n, Max im Xav ier, on May 5, to Christine
Burkhanlt-Messner, B.B.A., 1988, and her
husband Jay. Max im is we lco med by hi s sister
Ede n. The fa mil y li ves in Ga rden City.
A daughter, Angela Mari e, on May 9, to Coll ene
(S hangle) Holcomb, B.S., 1988, and her hu sband
Michael. Ange la is welcomed by siblings Rebecca,
Chri stopher, Luke, John , Elizabeth and Joseph. The
famil y resides in Blanc hester, Oh io.
A daughter, Juli ann a Marie, on June I0, 2002, lo
Tamera (Achenbach) Lorts, B.S., 1988, and her
husband Robert. Ju li anna is we lco med by her sister
Kayley. The fa mil y li ves in Washington.

1990s
A daughter, Linclsey Nico le, on October 23, 2002,
to Michael Kossick, 8.S., 1990, and hi s wife
Jenni fer. Lindsey is welco med by her sister
Madeline. The fa mil y res ides in Gree nwood,
Indian a.
A da ughter, Halle Mil an , on Jul y 6, to Dr. Gary
Mikula, B.S ., 1990, and his wife Cy nthi a. Halle is
welcomed by siblings Mia, Morgan and Ty. The
fam il y li ves in Ga lesb urg.
A daughter, Isabe ll e Grace, on December 2, 2002,
to Trina (Haney) Clark, B.S ., 1991, and her
hu sba nd David. Isabell e is we lcomed by siblings
Hannah, Olivia and Matthew. The fa mil y lives in
Howell.
Twi ns, Lauren Grace and Sean Mi chael , on
February 20. to Krista (Lange) Wolf, B.S., 1992,
and her hu sband David. They are we lcomed by their
brother Jeremy. The fami ly li ves in Stevensv ill e.
A daughter, Kennedy Harper, on March 22, to Lisa
(Mumall') Elles, B.S., 1993, and her husband
Dav id . The fami ly res ides in Grand Rap ids.
A daughter, Ell a May, on June 8, to Anne
(Goerbig) Miller, B.S., 1993, and Jose11h
Miller, B.A. , 1992. The fami ly li ves in Oak Park.
A son, Austin Hunter, on May 24, 2002, to Kim
(Notestine) Pallottiui, B.S.E., 1993, and Sam
Pallottini, B.S.E., 1993, and M.B .A., 2002.
Austin is welco med by hi s brother Ashton . The
fam il y lives in Lowell.
A son, Kacie Cooper, on March 25, to Kim (Ci11a)
Dingman, B.S., 1994, and M.Ed., 1998, and
Christopher Dingman, B.S., 1992. Kacie is
welcomed by hi s brother Karsen. The fam il y
resides in Rockford.
A daughter, Jess ica Chri stin e, on Jan uary 14, to
Jeffrey Jones, B.S., 1994, and hi s wife Kri sti ne.
Jessie is welcomed by siblings Ty and Brooke. T he
fami ly resides in Hillm an.
A son, Elij ah Jack Thomas, on March 4, to ,Jennifer
(Blaker) Malinoll'ski, B.S., 1994, and her
husband Keith. The fa mil y lives in Grand Rapids.
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In Memoriam

husband Derek. A iden is welcomed by his sister
Lauryn. The fa mily li ves in Lawton.

A daughter, Emily Grace, on December 23 , 2002,
to Christine (Alonzo) Carlisle, B.A., 1997, and
her husband Aaron. The family li ves in Fort
Belvoir, Virginia.

Margaret A. Nygard, Grand Haven , Michigan,

A son, Jacob Edward, on June 2, to Edward
Cardenas, B.A., 1995, and his wife Cathe. The

A son, Benjamin Michael, on January 8, 2002, to

Dorothy M. VanMeter, East Grand Rapids,

Julie (Gengle) Dobulis, B.B.A., 1997, and her

Michigan, B.S., 1971 , on March 6.

husband Michael. The famil y resides in
Charlevoix.

Ross J. Lieffers, Conklin , M ichigan, B.S. , 1973 ,

A so n, Aide n Philip, on September 18, 2002, to

Jennifer (Hannar) Saidla, B.B.A., 1994, and her

family li ves in St. Clair S hores.
A daughter, Jenna Lynn, on June 8, to Rebecca
(Bennett) Caterino, B.B.A., 1995, and her
hu sband Anthony. Jenna is welcomed by siblings
Eli zabeth and Tyler. The family resides in Stanton.
A daughter, Quinn Lucille, on September 19, 2002,
to Tara Hefferan, B.A., 1995, and her husband
Jerry Nordlund. The family lives in Newaygo.
A son, Timothy Sontag, on February 5, to Raquel
(Aldrich) Hildebrand, B.S., 1995, and her
hu sband Tim. The family resides in Grand Rapids.
A son, Micah Bryce, on February 13 , to Jennifer
(Kerkstra) Nolte, B.S.N., 1995, and Scott
Nolte, M.S., 1995. Micah is welcomed by his
brother Brenden. The family lives in St. Joseph.
A daughter, Audrey Jane, on November 8, 2002, to

Julie (Jerkatis) Thompson, B.S., 1995, and her
husband Eric. Audrey is welcomed by siblings
Montana and Sophia. The family lives in
Charlevoix.
A daughter, Reeve Elyse Meaghanne, on February
22, to Meegan (Pope) Zickns, B.S., 1995, and
Charles Zickus, B.S., 1996. Reeve is welcomed
by her sister Quinn. The family resides in Allendale.
A daughter, Kri ste n Veree , on February 5, to Lisa
(Marichal) Coo11er, M.S., 1996, and her husband
Samuel. The family resides in Goose Creek, South
Carolina.
A daughte r, Emil y Grace, on April l , to Kristen
(Rice) Cornish, B.B.A., 1996, and Matthew
Cornish, B.S., 1995. The family lives in
Commerce Town ship.
A son, Solomon Michael, on May 6, to Randy
Dukes, B.S., 1996, and his wife Kimberiy.
Solomon is welcomed by his sister Kyla. The
family li ves in Grand Rapids.
A son, Jeffrey Charles, on August 3 1, 2002, to

Emily (Wooster) Garland, B.A., 1996, and he r
husband Paul. The family resides in Ludington.
A son, A lan John , on April 14, to Jennifer
(Walters) Mann, B.A., 1996, and her hu sband
G reg. Alan is welcomed by his brother Ian. The
fa mily li ves in Linden.
A daughter, E mma Elizabeth, on January 28, to

Wendy (Wiersema) Schaaf, B.A., 1996, and
Paul_ Schaaf, B.S., 1996. E mma is welcomed by
her sister Hope. The family resides in Jeni son.
A so n, Co le Padraig, on June 12, to Casey
(Blackwell) Wilhelmi, B.A., 1996, and Josh
Wilhelmi, B.S., 1997. The family lives in
Farm ington Hill s .
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A son , Kyle Robert, on December 17, 2002, to
Tracey James-Heer, B.A., 1997, and Craig
James-Heer, M.B.A., 2001. The family lives in
Alle ndale.
A son, Parker Joseph, on April 10, to Stephanie
(Vining) Karnes, B.A., 1997 , and her husba nd
Joe. Parker is welcomed by siblings Cameron and
Isabel. The family res ides in White Cloud.
A son , Colin William , on September 18, 2002, to

Julie (Becker) McDowell, B.S., 1997, and
M.S., 1999, and her husband Clint. The family

B.S., 1970, in June.

011

July 9.

Irene D. (Chargot) Bien, East Grand Rapids,
Michigan, B.S. , 1976 , on February 12.

Michael J. Hotwagner, Jenison, Michigan , B.A.,
1976 , on July 10.

Jack P. VanDuine, Cedar Springs, Michigan,
B.S. , 1976, on April 13.

Gary R. Gebhardt, San Antonio, Texas, B.S. ,
1977, on May 24.

Cynthia L. (Kohl) Pleimling, Dollar Bay,

lives in Wyoming.

Michi gan , B.S. , 1977, on Fe bruary 18.

A daughter, Quinn Ainsley, on March 8, to

Thomas D. Blanchard, Grand Rapids, Michigan,

Jennifer (Daymon) Nelson, B.A., 1997, and her
husband Chad. The family resides in Holland.
A daughte r, Katherine Jerene, on April 11, 2002, to
Kristine (Hoeksema) Pilbeam, B.S., 1997, and
Chad Pilbeam, B.S., 1996. Katherine is
welcomed by her brother Chad. The family lives in
Cypress , Texas .
A daughter, Avery Leigh, on May 1, to Ashley
(Markey) Labbe, B.S.N., 1998, and her husband
Thomas. The family resides in Rockford.
A daughter, Lindsey Danielle, on March I, to

Kendra (Wyant) O'Donnell, M.B.A., 1998, and
William O'Donnell, B.S., 1992. The family lives

B.S.W. , 1978, on June 27 .

Josef S. Chase, South Haven, Michigan, B.S. ,
1981, on June 28 .

Michael L. Grose, Coopersville, Michigan, B.S.,
1988, on May 8.

Barbara J. (Cole) Spencer, Newaygo, Michigan ,
B.S., 1989, and M.Ed., 1998, on April 24.

Jodi S. Eikenhout, Wyoming , Mi.chigan, B.S.,
1995, on June 26.

David E. Fleming, Grand Rapids , Michigan, B.S. ,
1996, and M.Ed., 2001 , in April.

in Allendale.

My V. Nguyen, Zeeland, Michigan, M.B.A. , 1999,

2000s

on July ll.

A son , Benjamin Marvin James, on March 29, to

Debra L. Cole, Hilliard, Ohio, B.S. , 2000, on

Elizabeth (Gerritsen) Boelens, B.A., 2000, and

October l , 2002.

her husband Dan. The family resides in Grand
Rapids.

Correction:

A daughter, Madeline Nicole, on March 26, to
Nicholas Chernick, B.S., 2000, and his wife
Sara. The family lives in Escanaba.
A son, Andrew Wayne, on May 15, to Jessica
(Harmon) Cornman, B.S., 2001, and Tim
Cornman, B.S., 2002. The family resides in
Lansing.
A son, Jacob Gibson , on April 15, to Elaine
(Hoover) Spencer, B.S., 2001 , and her husband
Matthew. T he family resides in Sparta.
A daughter, Makenna Renay, in April, to Jill
Young, B.S., 2001, and her husband Jerry. The
family resides in Grant.
A daughter, Lillian Lou, on May 15 , to Stephanie
Gaastra, M.Ed., 2002, and her husband Greg.
Lil y is welcomed by her siblings Tyler, Tricia and
Logan. The family lives in Grand Rapids.

In the S ummer 2003 issue, Matthew Stark's name
was in correctly spelled under the Memoriam
section; it's reprinted below.

Matthew Stark, Coopersville, Michigan, B.S.,
1999, on March 23.
To submit a brief for an upcoming issue of Grand
Valley Magazine , send an e- mail to Kim Schmidt,
'88 and ' 00, at schmidtk @gvsu.edu, or mail it to
GVSU Alumni Relations, 207 Alumni Hou se , I
Campus Drive , Allendale, MI 49401.
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OFF ITHE PATH
At the stroke of midnight, Dougl as K.
Chung is striking a pose not well suited for
sleep. Yet for the 60-year-old social work
professor, the nocturnal routine is just as
refreshing.
With the moon and stars to keep him
company, Chung enters a practiced state of
calm . His eyes are closed and his feet held
slightl y apart. Slow ly, his arms extend into
a giant bear hug. The motion is frozen; his
breathing slow and controlled.
The nightly ritual takes Chung far, far
away, even though he never steps foot
outside his Ada home that overlooks 25
acres.
Self renewal? You bet. But it is also a
journey towards fam il y and societal
unification. And this father of two would
like others to come along.
Chung, a native of Taiwan, is an ardent
advocate of Qigong (pronounced cheegong) therapy, a centuries-old practice of
integrating mind, body and spirit. When
Chung enters this realm, the outside world
is closed off. Not even barking from Kiki,
his energetic Labrador retriever, can
distract him.
As one day ends, another begins,
providing an ideal time for Chung to
engage in Qigong, a holistic approach to
self-healing. Its origins can be traced to
Confucius, the famous Chinese philosopher
and teacher born in 551 B.C.
Qigong is like a pre-emptive strike for
the soul. By managing - indeed balancing
- the body 's naturally occurring positive
and negative energies, a person maintains
physical and emotional well-being.
In Eastern societies, health is about
prevention.
"If you're sick, the family doctor is
fired ," Chung said. Western cultures take
the opposite approach. "You go to the
doctor when you're sick," he said.
Qigong addresses the "competition or
tension" between the body's energies the yin and yang - which ultimately leads
to positive change or transformation. Its
uses are far-reaching, credited with
everything from boosting the body's
immune system to repairing strained
relationships. While Chung prefers the
equ ilibrium naturally offered at midni ght,
he said students of Qigong can practice the
techniques at any time.
"When the body is relaxed, the mind is
calm , and tension released, so the attention
is concentrated on the conscious self for
holistic healing," he said.
Chung has practiced Qigong for more
than 43 years, although it took three

academic degrees and a car accident in
Indiana for him to fully realize its potential.
When Chung was a high school
sophomore plagued with stomach ulcers,
his father invited two martial arts
instructors to the family's home in Taiwan.
They taught Chung special breathing
exercises. His ul cers soon dissipated, but
Chung retained the bedside lessons and
spent I0-20 minutes a day practicing the
exercises.
Over the years, amid rigorous schooling
and travel schedul es, Chung stayed with
the controlled breathing exercises. When a
car accident in 1987 derailed the otherwise
active man, Chung took respite in reading,
eventually tackling Chinese classics like
The Great Learning, The !-Ching, The
Analects and The Doctrine of Mean.
That's when the light went on . On an
intellectual level, Chung immediately
identified with Confucius' "systems"
approach to life and the inter-relationships
of the body 's energies.
"I had been practicing Confucian
meditation all along," he said. "It has
enabled me to calm my energy systems,
increase my self-awareness and sensitivity,
promote my own health and facilitate me to
understand counter forces within myself
and in all personal and social conflicts."
Time spent convalescing from a car
accident sparked in Chung a new quest to
promote Qigong therapy, notably as a tool
for personal, family and societal unification.
Chung and his wife, Ellen, credit Qigong
with helping them nav igate the teen-age
years with their sons, Huisan and Huiyang.
Chung, who is also president of the Asian
Center at Grand Valley, touts Qigong as an
energy therapy and a way to bridge the gap
between Eastern and Western cultures.
He is first social work scholar to
introduce the ancient therapies into human
services. Holistic Practices of Social Work
is now a graduate course standard in Grand
Valley 's School of Social Work and his
"Pleasant Heart" model is part of Healthy
Kent 2000, the area's standard for
improving community health care and
addressing social issues. Chung's research

Professor Douglas Chung reflects on the
healing powers of Qigong therapy.

has attributed Qigong with reducing the
risk of card iovascular disease by lowering
blood pressure and cholesterol levels. He
has trained dozens of people who now lead
courses on everything from smoking
cessation to stroke prevention.
And two years ago, Chung introduced
a program at Gilda's Club Grand Rapids,
a cancer resource and support center, for
helping cancer patients bolster their immune
systems and maximize their overall health.
Today, Qigong therapy is once again
healing him on a personal level, much like
decades before, as he recovers from knee
surgery. Case in point: instead of popping
pain pills in the clays following surgery,
Chung had one of his Qigong students hold
bedside therapy sessions.
"It is a major advantage; I can control
my pain relief," he said. Qigong is about
"taking control of yourself with your own
energy. It's a way of life to develop your
own healing capacity for self-care and
self-development. It is a perspective
searching for truth through personal
experience," he said.
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Amanda Edge, left, a soloist with the New York City Ballet, works with dance majors Mark Krieger and Sarah Lowe for an upcoming
performance. Edge and other premier dancers from New York and Broadway were featured at Grand Valley along with the GVSU Dance
Ensemble in "Dance Stars of the New Millennium II." The Dance Ensemble can also be seen in the annual Spring Dance Concert, held April
2 and 3, 2004.
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